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Analysis  of  Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Top  25  Variety 

Survey  Data 

by 

Greg  Johnson 

During  July  2011  an  article  published  in  Issue  #111  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  in- 
troduced the  "Top  25"  Liberty  Seated  quarter  varieties.  The  process  of  defining  the 
set  and  the  specifics  of  each  individual  variety  including  attribution  points  and  rarity 
estimates  were  detailed  within  this  article.  In  January  201 3  a  survey  form  was  mailed 
to  all  active  LSCC  members  requesting  information  regarding  individual  club  member 
holdings  of  these  Top  25  varieties.  A  total  of  53  club  members  reported  owning  580 
examples  of  the  25  quarter  varieties. 

Some  important  caveats  should  be  kept  in  mind  before  considering  the  compiled 
survey  data.  First,  the  coins  described  here  include  only  coins  reported  by  LSCC 
members  who  responded  to  the  survey.  There  are  undoubtedly  both  non-members  with 
significant  holdings  of  these  varieties  as  well  as  club  members  with  extensive  Seated 
quarter  collections  who  did  not  respond  to  the  survey.  Though  interesting  and  useful 
information  can  be  obtained  from  this  survey,  no  survey  can  be  considered  complete 
or  definitive.  Second,  long  recognized,  Redbook  listed,  and  naked  eye  varieties  are 
inherently  more  collected  in  comparison  to  recently  discovered,  unlisted  and  more 
visually  subtle  issues.  Rarity  comparisons  based  on  survey  results  should  take  care  to 
recognize  these  important  distinctions.  Third,  data  is  presented  differentiating  certified 
and  uncertified  coins.  Certified,  for  the  purposes  of  this  survey  report,  is  defined  as 
residing  in  a  problem  free  PCGS  or  NGC  holder.  No  SEGS,  ANACS,  ICG,  or  "details" 
holder  coins  are  included  as  certified;  they  are  reported  as  raw.  Finally,  damaged 
coins  (e.g.  holed)  are  included  in  the  survey,  as  they  are  attributable  as  examples  of 
the  variety  in  question.  However,  regardless  of  their  details  grade  or  overall  state  of 
preservation,  they  are  included  as  raw  coins  grading  AG-G  in  the  tabulations. 

The  overall  summary  of  the  coins  reported  in  the  survey  is  shown  in  Table  1 . 


1853  No  Arrows  and  Rays  Quarter 
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Table  1. 


Summary  of  Top  25  Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Survey  Data  by  Variety 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

IVIS 

TOTAL 

1. 

1839  V  Long  Claws 

2 

6 

4 

4 

1 

0 

17 

2. 

1840-O  w/d  Lg  0 

2 

7 

2 

7 

1 

0 

19 

3. 

1841-0  DDO 

0 

8 

5 

0 

5 

4 

22 

4. 

1842-0  Sm  Date 

9 

8 

8 

2 

4 

1 

32 

5. 

1 843-0  Large  0 

15 

17 

5 

8 

2 

1 

48 

6. 

1844-0  Rev  1843 

11 

9 

5 

1 

0 

0 

26 

7. 

1847/47  DDR 

0 

6 

3 

5 

3 

1 

18 

8. 

1 848/1 848 

2 

6 

7 

5 

3 

3 

26 

9. 

1850  1  on  Rim 

0 

1 

2 

4 

10 

3 

20 

10. 

1852/52 

0 

3 

5 

1 

0 

2 

11 

11. 

1853  NA 

0 

5 

5 

4 

3 

6 

23 

12. 

1853/4 

4 

10 

6 

7 

5 

4 

36 

13. 

1853-0  Filled  0 

17 

9 

5 

1 

3 

0 

35 

14. 

1853-0/0 

0 

3 

5 

2 

1 

0 

11 

15. 

1854-0  Huge  0 

4 

14 

7 

6 

1 

0 

32 

16. 

1854-0  Crumb  Obv 

6 

7 

10 

7 

2 

0 

32 

17. 

1856  1  in  Skirt 

0 

1 

5 

5 

2 

1 

14 

18. 

1856-S/s 

6 

11 

4 

1 

1 

0 

23 

19. 

1857  Smoking  Lib 

0 

3 

2 

2 

4 

1 

12 

20. 

1857  FE  Clash 

0 

0 

7 

5 

3 

0 

15 

21. 

1861  Type  ll/l 

2 

7 

5 

3 

3 

0 

20 

22. 

1873  NACI  3 

4 

7 

9 

5 

3 

0 

28 

23. 

1877-S/S 

2 

8 

3 

5 

8 

7 

33 

24. 

1878-CC  Canc.Obv 

0 

3 

4 

5 

2 

2 

16 

25. 

1891  89  in  Dent. 

0 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

11 

TOTAL 

86 

161 

126 

96 

74 

37 

580 

Individual  collections  varied  considerably,  with  the  largest  collection  including  71 
examples  of  the  Top  25  varieties,  and  the  most  complete  collection  containing  at  least 
one  example  for  23  of  the  25  varieties.  Raw  coins  represented  76%  of  the  reported 
pieces,  with  the  remaining  24%  certified  by  PCGS  (17%)  and  NGC  (7%).  There  were 
a  number  of  significant  accumulations  of  a  single  variety,  which  will  be  pointed  out 
with  respect  to  each  individual  variety  One  collection  of  note  contained  21  certified 
pieces  and  included  16  of  the  37  mint  state  coins  reported  in  the  survey 
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Table  2  Table  3 


Rank  by  Number  Reported 

Rrink  h\/  Ax/pr^np  (^r^Hp 

II  CI  1  1  r\  1^  y         V  C7 1  CI  M  ^         1  CI  VI  ^ 

1 . 

1853-0/0 

11 

1 

1R44-0  Rpv  1843 

13  7 

10./ 

2. 

1852/52 

11 

2. 

1853-0  Filled  0 

15.6 

3. 

1891  89  in  Denticles 

11 

3. 

1 856-S/s 

16  8 

4. 

1857  Smoking  Lib 

12 

4 

1 843-0  Larae  O 

20  1 

5. 

1856  1  in  Skirt 

14 

5. 

1854-0  Huae  O 

6. 

1857  FE  Clash 

15 

6 

1842-0  SmDatp 

9'\  ^ 

7. 

1878-CC  Cane  Obv 

16 

7 

Ift'^Q  V  1  nnn  PI;:j\a/q 
1  Kj\j\j  V        ly  v-yiavvo 

9R  Q 

8. 

1839  V  Long  Claws 

17 

8. 

1854-0  Crumbled 

26  3 

9. 

1847/47  DDR 

18 

9. 

1873  NA  CI  3 

97  4 

10. 

1840-O  w/d  Lg  0 

19 

10 

1861  Tvnp  ll/l 

iil  .0 

11. 

1861  Type  ll/l 

20 

11 

1  1  . 

1 840-0  w/d  1  n  D 

97  ft 

12. 

1850  1  on  Rim 

20 

12. 

1853-0/0 

13. 

1841-0  DDO 

22 

13 

1 853/4 

14. 

1856-S/s 

23 

14 

1  ^ . 

Oil.  / 

15. 

1853  NA 

23 

15 

1 848/1 848 

00.  / 

16. 

1844-0  Rev  1843 

26 

16. 

1847/47  DDR 

17. 

1848/1848 

26 

17. 

1841-0  DDO 

00.0 

18. 

1873  NACI3 

28 

18 

QQ  Q 
00.0 

19. 

1854-0  Huge  0 

32 

19 

18*^7  9mnkinn  1  ih 

■  00/  OIIIUrMIIU  LIU 

oy.o 

20. 

1842-0  Sm  Date 

32 

20 

1 877-9/9 

oy.D 

21. 

1854-0  Crumbled 

32 

21 

\\J\JI   1  u.  v^icioi  1 

/in  r> 
4U.U 

22. 

1877-S/S 

33 

22 

1  RSfi  1  in  9kirt 

1  \J\J\J    \   W  \  OI\ll  I 

/in  i 
4(J.l 

23. 

1853-0  Filled  0 

35 

1  oy  1  oy  in  uentici6S 

40.4 

24. 

1853/4 

36 

24. 

1853  NA 

40.8 

25. 

1843-0  Large  0 

48 

25. 

1850  1  on  Rim 

49.6 

Only  3  of  the  53  collections  contained  20  or  more  of  the  25  varieties-  3  more  in- 
cluded 1 5-1 9  different  varieties;  1 0  collections  included  10-14  varieties- 1 4  collections 
included  5-9  varieties;  and  23  collections  included  4  or  fewer  of  the  Top  25  varieties 
Likewise  with  total  coins,  2  collectors  owned  more  than  50  individual  examples  of  the 
Top  25  varieties;  3  owned  25-49  coins;  15  owned  10-24  coins;  and  33  owned  fewer 
than  10  total  examples  of  the  Top  25  varieties. 
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Table  4.  Table  5 

Rank  by  Collections  Having  Certification  Rank 

at  Least  One  Example  Rank  by  Percent  Certified 


1 . 

1856  1  in  okirt 

D 

1  . 

1  obo-U  riiiea  U 

2. 

1891  89  in  Denticles 

6 

2. 

1839  Very  Long  Claws 

o.y 

3. 

1 853-0/0 

D 

o 
O. 

1  bob  1  in  oKirt 

/.I 

4. 

1857  FE  Clash 

6 

A 

4. 

1891  89  in  Denticles 

9.1 

5. 

1857  Smoking  Lib 

7 

5. 

1861  Type  ll/l 

1 5.0 

6. 

1861  Type  ll/l 

8 

6. 

1844-U  Hev  1843 

1  b.4 

7. 

1 852/52 

8 

7. 

1857  bmoKing  lid 

-i  C  ~7 
\O.I 

8. 

1 844-0  Rev  1 843 

10 

o 
o. 

i  Q  O 

1  O.ti. 

9. 

1853-0  Filled  O 

1 1 

Q 

y. 

1 oOo-U/U 

1  B  0 
1  O.^ 

10. 

1847/47  DDR 

12 

1 0. 

lo/o-uu  uanc  udv 

1  O.O 

11. 

1878-CC  Cane  Obv 

13 

11 . 

^oc-7  Ol^rxt^ 

1  oo/  rt  uiasn 

on  r\ 

12. 

1854-0  Crumbled  Obv 

13 

1 2. 

1  ot)4-u  urumoiea  udv 

<i  1 

13. 

1839  Very  Long  Claws 

14 

1  O. 

1  o/  o  InA  UI  o 

14. 

1 840-O  w/d  Lg  0 

14 

14. 

1  o4//4/  UUn 

oo  o 

C.C..C. 

15. 

1850  1  on  Rim 

15 

1 5. 

1  c>o4-u  Muge  u 

oo  p. 

16. 

1 856-S/s 

17 

16. 

1  o4o-u  Large  u 

oo  Q 

17. 

1853  NA 

19 

1 7. 

1  obo/4 

cXiX) 

18. 

1841-0  DDO 

20 

18. 

1obb-o/S 

OR  1 

19. 

1873  NACI  3 

21 

1  y. 

1  o4{5/1  C540 

20. 

1 848/1 848 

22 

20. 

1  o41  -U  UUU 

21. 

1842-0  Sm  Date 

24 

21 . 

1 840-O  w/d  Lg  U 

O  1  .D 

22. 

1 877-S/S 

24 

22. 

1842-0  Sm  Date 

34.4 

23. 

1854-0  Huge  0 

26 

23. 

1 877-S/S 

39.4 

24. 

1853/4 

26 

24. 

1850  1  on  Rim 

50.0 

25. 

1 843-0  Large  0 

28 

25. 

1853  NA 

52.2 

Analysis  of  the  data  included  ranking  the  25  issues  by  total  number  of  coins 
reported  average  grade,  number  of  the  53  collections  having  at  least  one  example, 
and  percentage  of  specimens  certified  by  NGC  or  PCGS.  It  is  interesting  to  note  how 
individual  varieties  change  places  depending  on  the  ranking  criterion,  illustrating  that 
some  of  the  varieties  are  almost  always  found  in  lowgrades,  tend  not  to  be  certified,  and 
are  particularly  prone  to  accumulation  of  multiple  examples  within  a  single  collection. 
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Each  variety  is  considered  individually  on  the  following  pages  in  the  following  format. 

Rarity:  A  rarity  estimate  for  all  grades  and  conditions  combined  is  made  using 
the  R-scale.  R1  indicates  more  than  1000  known,  R2  indicates  501  to  1000  known, 
R3  indicates  251  to  500  known,  R4  indicates  76  to  250  known,  and  R5  indicates  31 
to  75  known. 

Table:  A  table  for  each  variety  shows  grade  distribution  for  PCGS,  NGC  and  Raw 
coins.  The  market  appears  to  be  making  an  increased  distinction  between  PCGS 
and  NGC  certification,  so  the  services  were  therefore  kept  separate  when  reporting 
the  data. 

Survey:  The  number  of  examples  reported  in  the  1 993  and  2007  LSCC  surveys  is 
noted.  The  number  of  examples  reported  in  this  current  Top  25  survey  is  also  given 
with  the  variety's  rank  given  a  number  from  1  to  25, 1  being  the  least  reported  variety 
while  25  is  the  most  frequently  reported  variety. 

Condition :  The  calculated  average  grade  and  the  variety's  rank  in  terms  of  average 
grade  is  presented  with  1  being  the  variety  with  the  lowest  average  grade  and  25  the 
variety  with  the  highest  average  grade.  The  grade  and  certification  of  the  finest  known 
example  of  the  variety  is  also  noted.  Please  note  that  the  average  grade  calculation 
is  necessarily  crude;  all  AU  coins  are  considered  to  have  a  numerical  grade  of  55 
while  all  mint  state  coins  a  grade  of  63,  etcetera,  for  the  purposes  of  the  calculation. 
When  two  varieties  were  tied  with  the  same  number  of  examples  reported  in  the 
survey,  the  variety  with  the  lower  average  grade  was  given  the  higher  rarity  ranking 
for  the  number  of  coins  reported. 

Collections:  The  number  of  collectors  having  at  least  one  example  of  the  variety 
and  the  variety's  rank  based  on  that  criterion  are  given,  1  being  the  variety  appearing 
in  the  fewest  collections  with  25  being  the  variety  appearing  in  the  most  collections. 
The  total  number  of  examples  reported  is  divided  by  the  number  of  collections  in 
which  they  appear  to  give  the  average  number  of  examples  per  collection. 

Accumulations:  Accumulations  of  3  or  more  coins  are  noted.  For  example,  if 
three  collectors  each  report  having  3  examples  of  a  variety,  and  a  fourth  collector 
has  5,  it  will  be  noted  as:  3,3,3,5. 

Certification:  The  percentage  of  reported  examples  certified  as  problem  free 
by  PCGS  and  NGC  is  given  along  with  the  variety's  rank  based  on  this  criterion 
1  represents  the  variety  with  the  lowest  percentage  of  certified  examples  while  25 
represents  the  variety  with  the  highest  percentage  of  certified  examples.  When  two 
vaneties  were  tied  with  examples  appearing  in  the  same  number  of  collections  the 
variety  with  the  smaller  percentage  of  certified  coins  received  the  higher  rarity  ranking. 

PCGS  Coin  #:  If  PCGS  has  assigned  the  coin  a  number,  either  as  a  major  variety 
with  a  regular  issue  coin  number  or  as  a  variety  recognized  by  their  attribution  service 
that  number  is  noted  and  certification  information  is  summarized. 

Comments:  Additional  information  regarding  history  of  the  variety,  availability  in 
the  marketplace,  or  thoughts  that  might  put  the  survey  findings  in  context  is  provided. 
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1.  1839  Very  Long  Claws  Quarter 
Rarity:  R4+ 


Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Raw 

2 

6 

4 

3 

1 

0 

16 

Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  4;  LSCC  2007  -  24;  Top  25  201 3  -  1 7;  Rank  8. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  25.9;  Rank  7.  Finest  Known:  NGC  MS62. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  14  of  53  collections;  Rank  13,  1.21  coins  per 
collection,  17  coins  in  14  collections.  Accumulations:  None. 

Certification:  5.9%  certified.  Rank  2.  PCGS  Coin  #  None. 

Comments:  The  1839  very  long  claws  variety  was  considered  very  rare  when  it 
was  first  discovered  -  only  one  example  was  known  in  1 991 .  The  issue  seems  to  be 
underrepresented  in  the  survey  and  is  likely  a  little  bit  tougher  than  initially  estimated 
in  the  Top  25  Gobrecht  Journal  article  published  in  Issue  #111.  The  average  grade 
of  the  very  long  claws  variety  is  less  than  that  of  1 839  quarters  in  general.  It  is  quite 
rare  in  problem  free  XF  or  better  condition. 


2. 1840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  Quarter 
Rarity:  R5+ 


Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

4 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

Raw 

2 

5 

1 

5 

0 

0 

13 

Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  6;  LSCC  2007  -  1 1 ;  Top  25  201 3  -  1 9;  Rank  1 0. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  27.8;  Rank  11.  Finest  Known:  PCGS  MS63. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  14  of  53  collections;  Rank  14,  1.36  coins  per 
collection,  19  coins  in  14  collections.  Accumulations:  One  collector  reported  3 
examples. 

Certification:  31 .6%  certified.  Rank  21 .  PCGS  Coin  #395925.  Four  coins  were 
attributed  by  PCGS  as  of  5/1/13  -  F12,  F15,  VF35  and  MS63. 

Comments:  The  1 840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  quarter  is  an  important  transitional 
variety  that  the  LSCC  membership  voted  7th  on  the  list  of  greatest  New  Orleans  Seated 
coins.  It  is  rare,  quite  well  known  among  Liberty  Seated  collectors,  easy  to  attribute, 
highly  sought  after,  and  highly  priced.  In  his  reference  text  The  Comprehensive 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Quarters,  Larry  Briggs  called  this  issue 
the  "rarest  collectible  Seated  quarter."  At  the  time  his  text  was  published  in  1991, 
there  were  16  verified  examples  known  in  all  grades.  Current  estimates  place  the 
total  number  at  about  40  in  all  grades  combined.  Most  known  examples  are  in  VG 
or  lower  grades  and/or  have  significant  problems.  There  are  two  MS63  examples 
known  and  one  other  in  AU. 


1840-O  With  Drapery  Large  0  Quarter 
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3. 1841-0  Doubled  Die  Obverse  Quarter 
Rarity:  R3- 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

4 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Raw 

0 

8 

5 

0 

3 

0 

16 

Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  1 0;  LSCC  2007  -  1 5;  Top  25  201 3-22;  Rank  1 3. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  35.5;  Rank  17.  Finest  Known:  PCGS  MS64. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  20  of  53  collections;  Rank  18,  1.1  coins  per 
collection,  22  coins  in  20  collections.  Accumulations:  None. 

Certification:  27.3%  certified;  Rank  20.  PCGS  Coin  #395924.  Three  coins 
attributed  by  PCGS  as  of  5/1/13  -  VF35,  AU53  and  MS63. 

Comments:  The  1841-0  Doubled  Die  Obverse  (DDO)  is  common  for  a  Seated 
quarter  variety,  with  an  estimated  200+  pieces  from  the  New  Orleans  hoard  alone. 
The  majority  of  1841-0  quarters  available  in  the  marketplace  are  the  DDO  variety 
Despite  this  availability  there  were  not  large  numbers  reported  in  the  survey  Many 
of  the  known  examples  have  problems  as  a  result  of  being  in  the  ground  for  many 
decades.  A  number  of  examples  exist  in  almost  uncirculated  and  lower  mint  state 
grades,  as  reflected  in  the  current  survey. 


Doubled  Obverse  Stars  Doubled  Shield 


1841-0  Double  Die  Obverse  Quarter 
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4.  1842-0  Small  Date  Quarter 
Rarity:  R4 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

4 

3 

1 

2 

0 

10 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Raw 

9 

4 

5 

1 

2 

0 

21 

Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  1 3;  LSCC  2007  -  26;  Top  25  201 3  -  32;  Rank  20. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  23.5;  Rank  6.  Finest  Known:  NGC  MS63. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  24  of  53  collections;  Rank  21,  1.33  coins  per 
collection,  32  coins  in  24  collections.  Accumulations:  3,3,4. 

Certification:  34.4%  certified;  Rank  22.  PCGS  Coin  #5403.  57  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  as  of  5/1/13  -  only  7  examples  above  VF. 

Comments:  The  1842-0  Small  Date  quarter  has  long  been  recognized  as  a  major 
variety,  rare  in  all  grades,  and  is  listed  in  all  major  catalogs  and  price  guides.  During 
2007-2008  the  LSCC  membership  voted  it  number  6  on  the  list  of  greatest  New  Or- 
leans Seated  coins.  As  an  established  and  sought  after  variety,  a  higher  than  typical 
percentage  of  extant  examples  are  in  club  member  collections,  and  are  encapsulated 
by  third  party  grading  services. 


1842-0  Small  Date  Quarter 
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5. 1843-0  Large  0  Quarter 
Rarity:  R4- 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

3 

1 

3 

1 

0 

8 

NGC 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3 

Raw 

15 

14 

3 

5 

0 

0 

37 

Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  1 2;  LSCC  2007  -  28;  Top  25  201 3  -  48;  Rank  25. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  20.1 ;  Rank  4.  Finest  Known:  NGC  MS64. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  28  of  53  collections;  Rank  25,  1.71  coins  per 
collection,  48  coins  in  28  collections.  Accumulations:  3,3,3,3,7. 

Certification:  22.9%  certified;  Rank  16.  PCGS  Coin  #395927.  Eleven  coins 
attributed  by  PCGS  as  of  5/1/13  -  P01,  VG10,  F12,  F15,  VF20,  VF30  (2),  VF35, 
XF45  (2),  AU53. 

Comments:  The  1843-0  Large  O  quarter  had  the  most  examples  reported  and 
appeared  in  the  largest  number  of  collections,  28  of  53,  of  any  of  the  Top  25  varieties. 
It  has  long  been  recognized  as  a  major  variety,  is  easy  to  attribute,  and  is  listed  in  all 
major  catalogs  and  price  guides.  The  1 843-0  Large  O  is  typically  found  in  low  grades 
as  indicated  in  the  survey  results  and  becomes  very  rare  in  XF  or  better  grades.  The 
single  known  uncirculated  specimen  is  the  Eliasberg  coin  (Bowers  4/1 997:1 434,  MS- 
65,  raw:  $1 4,300)  now  in  an  NGC  MS64  holder.  It  sold  at  FUN  last  January  (Heritage 
1  /201 3:5594)  for  $25,850,  is  owned  by  an  LSCC  member,  and  is  included  in  this  survey 


1843-0  Large  O  Quarter 
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6.  1844-0  Quarter  with  the  1843-0  Large  O  Reverse 

Rarity:  R5 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

4 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Raw 

11 

7 

3 

1 

0 

0 

22 

Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  NA;  LSCC  2007  -  NA;  Top  25  201 3-26;  Rank  1 6. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  13.7;  Rank  1.  Finest  Known:  Raw  XF. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  10  of  53  collections;  Rank  8,  2.6  coins  per 
collection,  26  coins  in  10  collections.  Accumulations:  5,9. 

Certification:  15.4%  certified;  Rank  6.  PCGS  Coin  #  None. 

Comments:  This  variety  is  rare  and  seems  to  occur  in  about  equal  numbers 
with  rotated  and  non-rotated  dies.  Reports  from  collectors  indicate  that  the  rotated 
medal  turn  coins  are  more  prevalent,  but  it  is  likely  that  the  ease  of  attribution  of  the 
rotated  version  makes  them  seem  more  common  than  they  are  relative  to  the  more- 
difficult-to-attribute  coins  with  normal  alignment.  As  indicated  by  the  survey  results, 
this  variety  is  very  rare  in  grades  of  fine  or  better.  No  examples  grading  better  than 
XF  have  been  found  to  date. 


1844-0  Quarter  with  1843-0  Large  O  Reverse 
Field  Dot  Below  A  and  Die  Crack  Through  M 
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7. 1847/47  Doubled  Die  Reverse  Quarter 
Rarity:  R5 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Raw 

0 

6 

3 

4 

1 

0 

14 

Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  4;  LSCC  2007  -  4;  Top  25  201 3  -  1 8,  Rank  9. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  34.5;  Rank  16.  Finest  Known:  PCGS  MS64. 

Collections:  Exannples  appear  in  12  of  53  collections;  Rank  10,  1.5  coins  per 
collection,  18  coins  in  12  collections.  Accumulations:  3,3. 

Certification:  22.2%  certified;  Rank  14.  PCGS  Coin  #395923.  Six  coins  attributed 
by  PCGS  as  of  5/1/13  -  VF35,  XF40,  XF45,  AU53,  and  MS63  (2). 

Comments:  This  variety  appears  to  be  available  with  patience  but  it  seems  unlikely 
that  more  than  50  to  60  examples  exist.  It  can  be  found  in  all  grades  -  roughly  in 
equal  proportion  to  the  other  die  marriages  of  this  date.  At  least  three  mint  state  coins 
and  a  few  AU  examples  are  known. 


Doubled  Date  on  1847/47  Doubled  Die  Reverse  Quarter 


Doubled  Die  Reverse  on  1847/47  Quarter 
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8. 1848  Doubled  Date  Quarter  with  Compass  Point  Reverse 

Rarity:  R3- 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

4 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

Raw 

2 

6 

7 

3 

1 

0 

19 

Surveys:  LSCC  1993  -  25;  LSCC  2007  -  32;  Top  25  2013  -  26;  Rank  17. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  33.7;  Rank  15.  Finest  Known:  NGC  MS64. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  22  of  53  collections;  Rank  20,  1.18  coins  per 
collection,  26  coins  in  22  collections.  Accumulations:  None. 

Certification:  26.9%  certified;  Rank  19.  PCGS  Coin  #  None. 

Comments:  The  1848/1848  quarter  is  a  very  scarce  coin  that  becomes  rare  in 
high  grades.  The  1848/1848  variety  is  harder  to  find  than  the  1848  Tripled  date  die 
marriage.  Generally  well-struck  and  available  in  all  grades  except  mint  state.  Rarity 
increases  with  grade. 


1848  Doubled  Date  Quarter 


Compass  Point  Reverse  on  1848  Doubled  Date  Quarter 
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9. 1850  Quarter  with  Extra  1  on  Rim 
Rarity:  R3 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

5 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

5 

Raw 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

0 

10 

Surveys:  LSCC  1993  -  10;  LSCC  2007  -  17;  Top  25  2013  -  20;  Rank  12. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  49.6;  Rank  25.  Finest  Known:  NGC  MS67. 

Collections:  Exannples  appear  in  15  of  53  collections;  Rank  15,  1.33  coins  per 
collection,  20  coins  in  15  collections.  Accumulations:  One  collector  reported  4 
examples. 

Certification:  50%  certified;  Rank  24.  PCGS  Coin  #  None. 

Comments:  The  1 850  is  a  very  scarce  date,  with  the  1  on  rim  variety  about  twice 
as  rare  as  the  other  1850  die  pair  without  the  extra  1  on  the  rim.  The  variety  is  well 
struck,  as  are  all  of  the  Philadelphia  quarters  of  this  year.  Rarity  increases  with  grade. 


1850  Quarter  with  Extra  1  on  Rim 
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10.  1852/52  Quarter 
Rarity:  R4+ 


Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Raw 

0 

3 

5 

1 

0 

0 

9 

Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  2;  LSCC  2007  -  1 0;  Top  25  201 3  -  11 ;  Rank  2. 
Condition:  Average  Grade  32.7;  Rank  14.  Finest  Known:  PCGS  MS66. 
Collections:  Examples  appear  in  8  of  53  collections;  Rank  7;  1 .38  coins  per  collection, 
11  coins  in  8  collections.  Accumulations:  One  collector  reported  3  examples. 
Certification:  18.2%  certified;  Rank  8;  PCGS  Coin  #  None. 

Comments:  The  1852/52  die  marriage  represents  less  than  10%  of  all  1852 
quarters.  There  appear  to  be  more  high-grade  examples  than  one  would  expect 
based  on  overall  rarity.  Three  mint  state  examples  of  the  variety,  not  counting  proofs, 
have  been  seen.  This  is  true  of  both  die  pairs  for  the  date  and  is  undoubtedly  due  to 
melting  of  circulating  coins  following  the  weight  change  in  1853.  Average  to  strong 
strikes  is  the  rule  for  1852  quarters  of  both  die  marriages. 


Doubled  Date  on  1852/52  Quarter 
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11. 1853  No  Arrows  Quarter 
Rarity:  R4 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

3 

6 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

6 

Raw 

0 

5 

4 

1 

1 

0 

11 

Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  1 2;  LSCC  2007  -  20;  Top  25  201 3-23;  Rank  1 5. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  40.8;  Rank  24.  Finest  Known:  NGC  MS68. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  19  of  53  collections;  Rank  17;  1.21  coins  per 
collection,  23  coins  in  19  collections.  Accumulations:  One  collector  reported  3 
examples. 

Certification:  52.2%  certified;  Rank  25.  PCGS  Coin  #5421.  PCGS  has  graded 
57  examples  as  of  5/1/13,  including  22  in  mint  state. 

Comments:  The  1853  No  Arrows  is  a  long-recognized  and  popular  rarity  in  the 
Seated  quarter  series.  During  2008  the  LSCC  membership  voted  it  8th  on  the  list  of 
greatest  Philadelphia  Seated  coins.  The  grade  profile  of  the  1 853  No  Arrows  variety 
is  very  unusual  for  a  Seated  coin.  There  may  be  more  uncirculated  examples  than 
VF  coins;  XF  and  better  coins  are  far  more  available  than  lower  grade  pieces. 


1 

1 


1853  No  Arrows  Quarter  with  Slanted  Upright  on  5 
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12.  1853/4  Arrows  and  Rays  Quarter 
Rarity:  R1 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

4 

6 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Raw 

4 

9 

6 

6 

2 

0 

27 

Surveys:  LSCC  1993-26;  LSCC2007-31;  Top  25  2013  -  36;  Rank  24. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  32.5;  Rank  13.  Finest  Known:  PCGS  MS65. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  26  of  53  collections;  Rank  24;  1.38  coins  per 
collection,  36  coins  in  26  collections.  Accumulations:  One  collector  reported  8 
examples. 

Certification:  25%  certified;  Rank  17.  PCGS  Coin  #5427.  PCGS  has  graded  80 
examples  as  of  5/1/13,  including  13  in  mint  state. 

Comments:  The  1853/4  is  a  common,  readily  available  coin  that  is  listed  in  major 
catalogs  and  price  guides. 


1853/4  Arrows  and  Rays  Quarter  with  4  Under  3  in  Date 
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13.1853-0  Filled  0  Quarter 
Rarity:  R4 


Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Raw 

17 

9 

4 

1 

3 

0 

34 

Surveys:  LSCC  1993-6;  LSCC  2007  -  8;  Top  25  2013  -  35.  Rank  23. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  15.6;  Rank  2.  Finest  Known:  Raw  AU. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  11  of  53  collections;  Rank  9;  3.18  coins  per 
collection,  35  coins  in  11  collections.  Accumulations:  4,8,11. 

Certification:  2.9%  certified;  Rank.  1 .  PCGS  Coin  #  None. 

Comments:  Only  6  and  8  examples  of  this  variety  were  reported  in  the  1993 
and  2007  LSCC  surveys,  respectively,  but  the  number  has  soared  to  35  in  the 
present  survey.  Though  the  variety  has  clearly  increased  in  popularity,  the  dramatic 
increase  in  the  number  reported  remains  hard  to  explain.  One  contributing  factor  is 
the  recent  recognition  that  early  die  states  do  not  have  a  filled  mintmark  and  were 
long  misattributed  as  a  different  die  marriage.  Though  not  rare  in  an  absolute  sense, 
most  examples  grade  Good  and  anything  better  than  Very  Good  in  quite  rare.  The 
early  die  state  prior  to  the  mintmark  filling  is  more  available  in  higher  grades  than  the 
later  filled  O  die  state. 


Filled  0  Mintmark  on  1853-0  Quarter 
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14.  1853-0/Horizontal  O  Quarter 
Rarity:  R5 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Raw 

0 

3 

4 

2 

0 

0 

9 

Surveys:  LSCC  1993-2;  LSCC  2007  -  5;  Top  25  2013  -  11 ;  Rank  1 . 
Condition:  Average  Grade  30.4;  Rank  12.  Finest  Known:  NGC  AU55. 

Collections:  Examples  appearinSof  53  collections;  Rank3;  1.83  coins  per  collection, 
11  coins  in  6  collections.  Accumulations:  One  collector  reported  4  examples. 

Certification:  18.2%  certified;  Rank  9.  PCGS  Coin  #  None. 

Comments:  This  variety  is  rare.  It  is,  however,  likely  that  a  number  of  lower  grade 
examples  remain  unattributed  and  can  be  found  with  some  searching.  No  uncirculated 
specimens  are  known,  but  at  least  two  certified  AU  examples  exist.  Any  example  in 
an  XF  or  better  grade  is  very  rare. 


1853-0  New  Orleans  Mintmark  over  Horizontal  O 
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15. 1854-0  Huge  O  Quarter 
Rarity:  R3 


Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

0 

5 

NGC 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Raw 

4 

13 

4 

3 

1 

0 

25 

Surveys:  LSCC  1993-  12;  LSCC2007-14;  Top  25  2013  -  32;  Rank  19. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  22.9;  Rank  5.  Finest  Known:  PCGS  AU58. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  26  of  53  collections;  Rank  23;  1.23  coins  per 
collection,  32  coins  in  26  collections.  Accumulations:  Two  collectors  report  3 
examples  each. 

Certification:  22.6%  certified,  Rank  15.  PCGS  Coin  #5434.  PCGS  has  graded 
67  examples;  none  in  mint  state  and  only  two  above  XF. 

Comments:  The  1854-0  Huge  O  quarter  is,  at  current  price  levels,  continuously 
available  in  the  market  place.  It  is  unknown  in  mint  state  and  quite  rare  in  XF  and  better. 


Mintmark  on  1854-0  Huge  0  Quarter 
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16. 1854-0  Crumbled  Obverse  Quarter 
Rarity:  R4 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

1 

3 

2 

0 

0 

6 

NGC 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Raw 

6 

6 

6 

5 

2 

0 

25 

Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  3;  LSCC  2007  -  4;  Top  25  201 3-32;  Rank  21 . 

Condition:  Average  Grade  26.3;  Rank  8.  Finest  Known:  Raw  AU.  One  example 
reported  in  mint  state,  but  not  confirmed. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  13  of  53  collections;  Rank  12;  2.46  coins  per 
collection,  32  coins  in  13  collections.  Accumulations:  3,4,4,5,6. 

Certification:  21 .2%  certified;  Rank  1 2.  PCGS  Coin  #  None. 

Comments:  The  1854-0  Crumbled  Obverse  Quarter  is  the  biggest  surprise  of 
the  survey.  A  total  of  3  examples  were  reported  in  the  1993  survey,  increasing  only 
to  4  in  the  2007  survey,  but  that  number  has  now  soared  to  32.  Exactly  the  same 
number  of  1854-0  Huge  0  and  Crumbled  Obverse  coins  were  reported.  However, 
multiple  examples  of  the  1 854-0  Huge  O  can  be  found  for  sale  at  any  large  show  or 
on  the  internet  at  any  time,  whereas  obtaining  an  example  of  the  1854-0  Crumbled 
Obverse  variety  requires  great  patience  and  luck.  Examples  in  any  condition  appear 
only  a  few  times  a  year. 


Date  on  1854-0  Crumbled  Obverse  Quarter 
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17. 1856  Quarter  with  Flag  of  1  in  Skirt 
Rarity:  R3 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

IVIS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Raw 

0 

1 

5 

5 

2 

0 

13 

Surveys:  LSCC  1993  -  NA;  LSCC  2007  -  NA;  Top  25  2013  -  14;  Rank  5. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  40.1 ;  Rank  22.  Finest  Known:  PCGS  MS64. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  6  of  53  collections;  Rank  1;  2.33  coins  per 
collection,  14  coins  in  6  collections.  Accumulations:  3,3,5. 

Certification:  7.1%  certified;  Rank  3.  PCGS  Coin  #395934.  PCGS  has  attributed 
three  examples:  VF35,  XF40  and  MS64. 

Comments:  This  variety  does  not  appear  to  be  rare,  though  it  can  be  challeng- 
ing to  find  a  nice,  original  example.  It  is  underreported  in  this  survey  because  it  is  a 
recent  discovery  that  is  not  yet  widely  sought.  Despite  its  recent  discovery,  PCGS 
has  assigned  it  a  variety  number  (395934)  and  has  begun  certification  of  examples 
in  slabs  bearing  this  number.  It  is  available  in  all  grades  but  much  more  difficult  in 
AU  and  MS  grades  than  in  lower  grades.  At  least  two  certified  examples  in  MS64 
are  known  though  they  are  not  both  attributed. 


1856  Quarter  with  Flag  of  1  in  Skirt 
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18. 1856-S/s  Quarter 
Rarity:  R4 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F  VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

1 

3  0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

NGC 

0 

1  0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Raw 

5 

7  4 

1 

0 

0 

17 

Surveys:  LSCC  1993  -  6;  LSCC  2007  -  12;  Top  25  2013  -  23;  Rank  14. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  16.8;  Rank  3.  Finest  Known:  NGC  AU58. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  17  of  53  collections;  Rank  16;  1.35  coins  per 
collection,  23  coins  in  17  collections.  Accumulations:  None. 

Certification:  26.1  %  certified;  Rank  1 8.  PCGS  Coin  #5441 .  PCGS  has  certified 
18  examples  as  of  5/1/13;  only  two  of  them  grading  as  high  as  VF. 

Comments:  The  1856-S/s  quarter  is  a  well-known  and  popular  variety  amongst 
specialists  that  has  been  estimated  to  make  up  from  10%  to  25%  of  all  1856-S 
quarters.  Recently  it  has  been  much  more  difficult  to  find  than  those  estimates  tend 
to  suggest.  Most  examples  tend  to  be  low  grade  -  VG  or  less.  The  highest  graded 
example  at  PCGS  is  VF25.  A  number  of  specimens  exist  with  better  detail,  but  most 
will  not  grade  at  a  major  grading  service.  The  single  NGC  AU58  is  the  finest  known 
by  a  substantial  margin. 


Mintmark  on  1856-S/s  Quarter 
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19. 1857  Smoking  Liberty  Quarter 
Rarity:  R4+ 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Raw 

0 

3 

2 

2 

3 

0 

10 

Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  NA;  LSCC  2007  -  NA;  Top  25  201 3  -  1 2;  Rank  4. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  39.3;  Rank  19.  Finest  Known:  PCGS  MS64. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  7  of  53  collections;  Rank  5;  1.71  coins  per 
collection,  12  coins  in  7  collections.  Accumulations:  3,3. 

Certification:  16.7%  certified;  Rank  7.  PCGS  Coin  #  None. 

Comments:  The  1857  Smoking  Liberty  variety  is  a  relatively  recent  discovery,  not 
listed  by  Briggs,  and  is  rare.  There  were  claims  in  2009  of  a  hoard  of  28  pieces,  David 
Lawrence  Rare  Coins,  and  though  examples  appear  on  the  market  periodically,  the 
1 2  reported  here  still  lead  to  an  estimate  of  less  than  1 00  pieces  in  all  grades.  At  least 
two  mint  state  specimens  are  known,  the  finest  being  a  PCGS  MS64.  It  appears  that 
the  variety  exists  in  all  grades. 


1857  Smoking  Liberty  Quarter 
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20. 1857  Quarter  with  Flying  Eagle  Cent  Clash 
Rarity:  R5 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

3 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Raw 

0 

0 

7 

3 

2 

0 

12 

Surveys:  LSCC  1993  -  NA;  LSCC  2007  -  NA;  Top  25  2013  -  15;  Rank  6. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  40.0;  Rank  21 .  Finest  Known:  PCGS  MS64. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  6  of  53  collections;  Rank  4;  2.5  coins  per  collection, 
15  coins  in  6  collections.  Accumulations:  4,5. 

Certification:  20%  certified;  Rank  11 .  PCGS  Coin  #146037.  PCGS  has  attributed 
8  examples  as  of  5/1/13;  AG3,  VF30,  XF40,  XF45,  AU50  (3),  and  MS64. 

Comments:  Though  the  current  survey  seems  to  indicated  the  variety  is  very 
rare,  it  can  be  challenging  to  attribute  and  very  easy  to  overlook  with  a  naked  eye 
examination  or  even  a  cursory  inspection  using  a  glass.  It  can  be  very  difficult  to 
attribute  low-grade  coins,  which  may  account  for  the  majority  of  known  pieces  having 
VF  or  better  details. 


1857  Quarter  with  Flying  Eagle  Cent  Clash  Above  Left  Wing 
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21. 1861  Type  II  Obverse /Type  I  Reverse  Quarter 
Rarity:  R4+ 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

3 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Raw 

2 

7 

5 

2 

1 

0 

17 

Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  7;  LSCC  2007  -  5;  Top  25  201 3  -  20;  Rank  1 1 . 

Condition:  Average  Grade  27.5;  Rank  10.  Finest  Known:  PCGS  AU55. 

Collections:  Exannples  appear  in  8  of  53  collections;  Rank  6;  2.5  coins  per  collection, 
20  coins  in  8  collections.  Accumulations:  4,9. 

Certification:  15%  certified;  Rank  5.  PCGS  Coin  #  None. 

Comments:  The  Type  ll/l  mule  is  a  very  rare  coin.  Estimates  put  the  number  of 
examples  below  0.5%  of  the  total  population  of  1861  quarters.  Although  no  mint 
state  examples  are  known,  the  variety  appears  in  all  circulated  grades,  roughly  in 
proportion  to  the  other  existing  die  marriages  for  this  issue. 


Shield  Lines  Above  E  Concave  Eagle's  Eye 


1861  Type  II  Obverse  Quarter  with  a  Type  I  Reverse 


22. 1873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3,  Business  Strike  Quarter 

Rarity:  R4 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

2 

2 

2 

0 

6 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Raw 

4 

7 

7 

3 

1 

0 

22 

Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  1 3;  LSCC  2007  -  1 9;  Top  25  201 3  -  28.  Rank  1 8. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  27.4;  Rank  9.  Finest  Known:  NGC  MS63. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  21  of  53  collections;  Rank  19.  1.33  coins  per 
collection,  28  coins  in  21  collections.  Accumulations:  3,3. 

Certification:  21 .4%  certified;  Rank  1 3.  PCGS  Coin  #5484.  PCGS  has  certified 
33  examples,  including  two  in  mint  state  and  6  in  AU. 

Comments:  Most  specimens  are  in  low  grade  and/or  have  problems.  The  variety 
becomes  very  rare  in  XF  and  better  grades. 


1873  No  Arrows  Closed  3  Quarter 
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23. 1877  -  S  /  Horizontal  S  Quarter 
Rarity:  R1 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

4 

8 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

5 

Raw 

2 

8 

2 

5 

3 

0 

20 

Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  NA;  LSCC  2007  -  7;  Top  25  201 3  -  33;  Rank  22. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  39.6;  Rank  20.  Finest  Known:  PCGS  MS66. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  24  of  53  collections;  Rank  22.  1.38  coins  per 
collection,  33  coins  in  24  collections.  Accumulations:  3,5. 

Certification:  39.4%  certified;  Rank  23.  PCGS  Coin  #5507.  PCGS  has  certified 
70  examples,  33  in  mint  state. 

Comments:  The  variety  is  quite  common  and  readily  available  in  all  grades, 
Including  mint  state. 


1877-S  /  Horizontal  S  Mintmark 
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24. 1878-CC  Cancelled  Obverse  Die  Quarter 
Rarity:  R2- 


Frequency  by  Grade 

AG-G    VG-F    VF       XF       AU  MS  TOTAL 

PCGS            0        0        0         0          1  1  2 

NGC               0         0        0         0          0  1  1 

Raw              0        3       4         5          1  0  13 

Surveys:  LSCC  1993  -  12;  LSCC  2007  -  7;  Top  25  2013  -  16;  Rank  7. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  38.8;  Rank  18.  Finest  Known:  PCGS  MS66. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  13  of  53  collections;  Rank  11;  1.23  coins  per 
collection,  16  coins  in  13  collections.  Accumulations:  None. 

Certification:  18.8%  certified;  Rank  10.  PCGS  Coin  #  None. 

Comments:  This  is  an  interesting  and  unique  issue  in  which  the  obverse  die  was 
defaced  prior  to  being  used  to  strike  coins.  It  has  been  suggested  that  "cancelled 
die"  is  really  a  misnomer  as  truly  cancelled  dies  have  much  more  extensive  damage. 
However,  a  very  lightly  cancelled  Morgan  dollar  die  was  recently  seen  at  the  New 
Orleans  mint  and  appears  to  lend  support  to  the  idea  that  this  variety  is  actually  from 
a  cancelled  die.  The  variety  is  not  as  continuously  available  as  the  1 877  -S/Horizontal 
S,  but  is  available  in  all  grades  with  patience.  Generally  well  struck,  but  from  heavily 
rusted  dies.  High-grade  specimens  tend  to  be  proof-like. 


1878-CC  Cancelled  Obverse  Quarter 
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25. 1891  Quarter  with  Extra  89  in  Denticles 
Rarity:  R4+ 


Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Raw 

0 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

10 

Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  1 ;  LSCC  2007  -  7;  Top  25  201 3  -  11 ;  Rank  3. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  40.4;  Rank  23.  Finest  Known:  PCGS  MS64. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  6of  53  collections;  Rank2;  1.83  coins  percollection, 
11  coins  in  6  collections.  Accumulations:  One  collector  reported  5  examples. 

Certification:  9.1  %  certified;  Rank  4.  PCGS  Coin  #395942.  PCGS  has  attributed 
2  examples  as  of  5/1/13,  one  in  AU55  and  one  in  MS64. 

Comments:  Though  rare,  the  pieces  that  do  exist  appear  to  include  most  grades. 


1891  Quarter  with  89  in  Denticles 

************************************************************ 

The  initial  Top  25  set  definition  excluded  four  coins  that  were  thought  to  be  too 
rare.  It  was  felt  at  the  time  that  inclusion  of  these  coins  would  make  the  set  too 
difficult  to  complete  as  an  objective.  The  current  survey  presented  an  opportunity  to 
either  support  or  refute  such  speculation  with  actual  data  and  so  the  1 854  Thin  Date, 
1 856  Flag  5  in  Shield,  1 857-0  "1 8"  in  Denticles,  and  1 858-S  Mintmark  Far  Left  were 
included  in  the  survey.  A  fifth  coin,  the  1876-CC  Reverse  of  1873-CC  No  Arrows, 
was  also  included  in  the  survey  because  it  is  an  interesting  variety  that  is  not  given 
much  attention,  but  is  surprisingly  elusive  in  the  marketplace.  The  five  extra  coins 
were  not  included  in  the  rankings,  but  the  specific  information  collected  for  them  is 
presented  below. 


32 


1854  Thin  Date  Quarter 
Rarity:  R5+ 

The  1854  Thin  Date  Quarter  is  listed  by  Larry  Briggs  in  his  Comprehensive 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Quarters  ,  Lima,  OH;  1991  as  die 
marriage  1  -A.  It  uses  a  date  punch  that  is  distinct  from  all  other  die  marriages  of  this 
issue  and  is  quite  rare. 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Raw 

0 

1 

2 

2 

1 

0 

6 

Condition:  Average  Grade  37.9.  Finest  Known:  NGC  AU. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  7  of  53  collections;  1.14  coins  per  collection,  8 
coins  in  7  collections.  Accumulations:  None. 


1856  Quarter  with  Flag  of  5  in  Shield 
Rarity:  R6 

The  1856  with  Flag  of  5  in  Shield  is  listed  in  Briggs  as  die  marriage  9-G  for  this 
issue.  It  is  an  obvious  variety  that  has  been  actively  sought  by  at  least  a  few  collectors 
for  some  time.  There  is  probably  less  potential  for  discovery  of  additional  unattributed 
specimens  of  this  variety  than  for  the  other  "too  rare"  varieties  that  are  less  known 
and  more  visually  subtle. 

Frequency  by  Grade 
AG-G    VG-F    VF       XF       AU       MS  TOTAL 
PCGS  0         0        0         0         0  1  1 

NGC  0        0        0         0        0  0  0 

Raw  0        0        8         1         0  0  9 


Surveys:  LSCC  1 993  -  1 ;  LSCC  2007  -  7;  Top  25  201 3  -  1 0. 

Condition:  Average  Grade  34.8.  Finest  Known:  PCGS  MS63. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  5  of  53  collections;  2.0  coins  per  collection,  10 
coins  in  5  collections.  Accumulations:  One  collector  reported  4  examples. 

1857-0  Quarter  with  18  in  Denticles 
Rarity:  R6 

The  1857-0  variety  with  the  18  in  the  denticles  is  listed  in  Briggs  as  die  marriage 
7-C  for  this  issue.  Examples  appear  for  sale  in  the  marketplace  infrequently,  but  with 
some  regularity.  It  is  likely  that  some  unattributed  examples  will  continue  to  periodically 
appear.  Current  evidence  suggests  that  fewer  than  30  examples  exist,  though  with 
more  attention  and  visibility  that  number  may  have  to  be  revised  upward  over  time 
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Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Raw 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

6 

Condition:  Average  Grade  37.9.  Finest  Known:  PCGS  MS63. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  6  of  53  collections;  1.33  coins  per  collection,  8 
coins  in  6  collections.  Accumulations:  One  collector  reported  3  examples. 

1858-S  Quarter  with  Mintmark  Far  Left 
Rarity:  R6 

The  1 858-S  quarter  with  Mintmark  Far  Left  is  not  initially  listed  by  Briggs,  but  was 
later  assigned  die  marriage  3-C.  It  is  very  rare  and  elusive.  A  collector  can  look 
for  many  years  without  having  an  opportunity  to  purchase  an  example  of  this  rarity. 

Frequency  by  Grade. 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Raw 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

5 

Condition:  Average  Grade  23.0.  Finest  Known:  NGC  XF45. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  3  of  53  collections;  1 .67  coins  per  collection,  5 
coins  in  3  collections.  Accumulations:  None. 

1876-CC  Quarter  with  Reverse  of  1873-CC  No  Arrows  Quarter 

Rarity:  R3+ 

The  1876-CC  Quarter  with  reverse  of  1873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter  is  listed  by 
Briggs  as  die  marriages  1-A  and  2-A  for  this  issue.  Those  die  marriages  appear  to 
make  up  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  available  1 876-CC  quarters.  Both  obverses 
that  pair  with  Reverse  A  are  very  heavily  rusted;  many  obverse  details  are  indistinct 
even  on  high  grade  coins.  An  example  of  the  variety  can  be  found  in  any  grade  with 
patience,  but  attractive  examples  can  be  quite  elusive. 

Frequency  by  Grade 


AG-G    VG-F  VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

TOTAL 

PCGS             0        0  1 

0 

2 

0 

3 

NGC               0        0  0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Raw               2      12  2 

4 

2 

0 

22 

Condition:  Average  Grade  27.6. 

Finest  Known: 

NGC  MS63. 

Collections:  Examples  appear  in  18  of  53  collections:  1.44  coins  per  collection, 
26  coins  in  18  collections.  Accumulations:  3,3. 

Acknowledgement:  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  of  the  LSCC 
members  who  took  the  time  to  participate  in  the  survey 
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RICH  UHRICH  RARE  U.S.  COINS  INC. 


HALF  DIMES 

1 839-0  Rev.  of  1 838-0,  Large  0,  VF, 

reverse  scratches   $3250 

1 839-0  Rev.  of  1 838-0,  Large  0,  G-4  . . .  1 500 

1 844  RPD,  NGC  IVIS63,  great  toning  . .  1 250 
1844     RPD,  PCGS  AU58,  awesome  toning1350 

1844-0  Small  0,  NGC  AU55,  coin  turn  rev.  5250 

1846     ANAGSVF30   3450 

1846      NGCVG8   1600 

1849/8    PCGSMS64    2350 

1860-O  NGC  AU58,  stunning  toning   775 

1 863  PCGS  XF40,  business  strike ....  750 

1864  NGC  MS66,  business  strike   3650 

DIMES 

1 841      PCGS  IVIS65  CAC,  lovely  toning  .  $5750 

1846      ICGVF20   1500 

1856-S  EF40,  ligfitly  cleaned   1950 

1859-  S   PCGSF12   850 

1860-  O   PCGS  VF35  CAC   3995 

1863     PCGS  XF45,  nice,  business  strike  2350 

1865  PCGS  F12,  business  strike   1075 

1867     PCGS  MS66  CAC,  business  strike  6250 

1 867  PCGS  PR64,  F-1 01 ,  rare  variety .  1 995 
1874-CC  PCGS  Genuine,  cleaned,  G  details  6500 
1887-S  F-1 11  a.  Shattered  Rev,  EF-40+, 

second  finest  known,  rare  variety  850 


QUARTERS 

1840-O  ND,  PCGS  XF40  CAC,  nice  toning 

1 844-0  Rev  of  1 843-0,  Large  0,  VF25  . , 

1847-0  PCGSXF40  

1851  PCGSXF40  

1851-  0  PCGSXF45  

1 852  1 852/852,  Briggs  1  -A,  NGC  IVIS63 

1852-  0  PCGS  VG 10  

1854  Thin  Date  PCGS  XF40  

1856-S/sPCGS  G6  

1857 

1865 
1866 
1867 
1867 
1873 


Reverse  clash  with  Flying  Eagle 
cent,  PCGS  AU50,  strong  clash. . 

PCGSVF35  

PCGS  VF25,  business  strike .... 
PCGS  XF40,  business  strike .... 
PCGS  F12CAC,  business  strike. 
NA  Closed  3,  NGCVG10, 
business  strike  


$1200 
2250 
1350 
1000 
3995 
3500 
1500 
1600 
975 

4750 
725 
1950 
2500 
1200 

1450 


QUARTERS 

1883      PCGSMS65   $2850 

1887     PCGS  PR64  CAC,  gorgeous  toning  2750 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1 838  J-79a,  PCGS  PR64  CAC,  R7-, 

Seated  obv  with  flying  eagle  rev.  $30,000 

1839  ND,  PCGS  XF40,  original   2850 

1839      ND,  PCGS  XF40    2500 

1839  ND,  PCGSVF35    1700 

1 841  PCGS  XF45,  deep  golden  toning  1 1 00 
1841-0  PCGS  VF20,  Baseball  Die  Cracks  2750 

1847/6    1847/1846,  PCGS  F1 2   6750 

1 847/6   1 847/1 846,  VG8,  lightly  cleaned  .  2650 

1848  NGCf^S63   1795 

1849  Doubled  Date,  AU53,  cleaned  .. .  4950 

1850  NGCMS63   3500 

1850  PCGSAU50   1850 

1851  NGCMS61   4750 

1851      PCGSAU50   3600 

1851  PCGS  XF40  CAC   2750 

1852  NGC  MS64,  Richmond  Collection  4950 

1852      NGCMS62   3350 

1852-0  NGC  XF40,  toned   1500 

1855/854  PCGS  AU55   2000 

1 855/854  NGC  XF40   850 

1855-S   PCGSVF20OGH   1950 

1858      PCGSMS63    1650 

1861-0  WB-102IVIS61    3850 

1869  PCGS  PR65,  fabulous  toning  . . .  6250 
1 873     NA,  Open  3,  PCGS  AU58,  very 

rare,  only  2  finer  at  PCGS   29,000 

1875-S  Micro  s,  EF45,  cleaned   5250 

1875-S   Micro  s,  PCGS  VF25    5350 

1877-S  WB-6,  Weird  F,  PCGS  MS63  ...  1850 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1840  PCGSAU50   $2150 

1842  PCGSAU50   1250 

1 842  NGC  XF45,  3  obv.  rim  cuds  1 450 

1843  NGCAU58   1950 

1844  PCGSXF45   1750 

1857      PCGSXF45   4500 

1857      PCGS  XF40  CAC   4250 

1861  PCGSAU53   5250 

1862  PCGSXF40   4900 


My  website  www.richuhrichcoins.com  has  pictures  of  every  Seated  coin  priced  over  $100. 
The  website  lists  many  coins  priced  under  $500! 

Rich  Uhrich  •  LSCC  #968 

Phone:  (717)  533-2935  or  (717)  579-8238  •  email:  richuhrichcoins@comcast.net 

Payment  by  check  or  money  order  only.  Please  add  $10  postage  on  all  orders.  All  items  subject  to  prior  sale 
10  day  return  privilege  for  any  reason.  Coins  removed  from  holders  considered  sold.  All  coins  kept  in  bank  vaults 

Authorized  PCGS  and  NGC  dealer.  , 
— ■  ■   ^ 
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A  Nautical  Numismatic  Tradition  Continued 

by 

Dennis  Fortier 

My  association  with  Mystic  Seaport's  Charles  W.  Morgan  began  in  2010  when  my 
local  coin  club,  The  Pawcatuck  Valley  Coin  Club,  asked  the  Museum  if  we  could  use 
a  rendering  of  their  whaling  ship.  The  Morgan,  on  the  reverse  of  our  50th  Anniversary 
club  medal;  they  graciously  agreed.  In  201 2  when  the  medals  were  ready  we  donated 
a  set  of  four  to  Mystic  Seaport  in  hopes  that  they  might  put  them  on  display  at  some 
point. 

This  was  about  the  time  that  the  Museum  took  the  Morgan  out  of  the  water  for 
a  full  refit.  The  last  time  any  major  work  had  been  done  on  it  was  in  the  late  1990s. 
When  they  pulled  out  the  three  masts  they  found  coins  under  each  of  them.  It  is  a 
nautical  tradition  to  place  a  coin  under  the  mast  for  good  luck.  The  Pawcatuck  Valley 
Coin  Club  was  called  in  to  try  and  identify  the  coins  which  had  corroded  after  years 
of  contact  with  sea  water. 

The  date  on  one  of  the  coins  was  impossible  to  determine,  a  copper-nickel 
Eisenhower  Dollar  from  the  early  1970s  had  not  fared  well  in  the  area  of  the  date. 
It  was  most  likely  from  work  done  in  the  1970s.  The  second  coin  was  from  the  most 
recent  work  in  the  1 990s,  a  1 986  Silver  Eagle.  The  last  coin  offered  the  most  rewarding 
challenge.  It  was  clearly  a  Barber  half  dollar.  Upon  examination  one  member  of  the 
club  discovered  a  "D"  mintmark.  Using  a  higher  power  loop  I  discovered  the  top  of  a 
"0"  in  the  third  spot  of  the  date,  and  then  I  saw  the  bottom  of  what  had  to  be  an  "8" 
or  a  "6"  in  the  fourth  spot.  Since  no  Denver  half  dollars  were  minted  in  1 906  we  were 
able  to  determine  that  the  coin  was  a  1908-D  Barber  half  dollar. 


1841  Seated  Dollar  Placed  Under  Mast  of  Morgan 
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In  the  spring  of  201 3  the  Morgan  was  re-launched  without  masts,  which  is  standard 
practice.  The  club  was  informed  that  the  first  mast  would  be  installed,  or  "stepped" 
as  they  say,  on  the  31 "  of  October  and  that  the  coins  had  been  chosen  and  procured 
for  all  three  installations.  The  coins  were  a  201 3  Silver  eagle  to  signify  the  year  of  the 
latest  launch,  a  1 941  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar  for  the  year  that  the  Museum  got  the 
Morgan,  and  finally  an  1 841  Liberty  Seated  dollar,  for  the  year  that  the  ship  was  built. 

At  hearing  this  I  became  very  anxious  to  see  the  1841  Liberty  Seated  dollar. 
Mystic  Seaport  has  a  great  deal  of  expertise  in  many  fields  as  well  as  contacts  to  fill 
in  outside  their  areas  of  expertise.  That  said,  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series  is  one 
of  the  most  counterfeited  in  the  numismatic  hobby.  I  and  several  members  of  the 
Pawcatuck  Valley  Coin  Club  went  to  the  re-masting  ceremony  in  hopes  of  getting  a 
look  at  the  coin.  The  coins  were  put  on  display  and  I  was  able  to  examine  the  1841 
Liberty  Seated  dollar  with  my  loop.  Even  before  using  the  loop  I  had  a  good  feeling 
about  the  coin  because  I  could  see  with  the  naked  eye  the  black  streak  from  a  bit  of 
iron  in  the  planchet.  While  examining  the  1841  Seated  dollar  by  hand  I  judged  the 
weight  to  be  about  right  and  the  overall  look  of  the  coin  was  quite  good.  I  believe 
the  coin  grades  about  VF-30  with  a  cleaning.  Upon  closer  examination  I  found  the 
4  in  the  date  to  be  re-punched  east  with  the  upper  connecting  bar  of  the  4  showing 
the  re-punch.  I  also  found  heavy  vertical  die  lines  under  Liberty's  elbow  and  heavy 
horizontal  die  lines  in  Liberty's  torso. 


My  examination  of  the  re- 
verse didn't  give  any  obvious 
diagnostics  but  I  didn't  spend 
much  time  on  it  other  than  to 
reassure  myself  that  it  looked 
genuine,  so  I  could  have  missed 
something  in  the  way  of  diag- 
nostics. Others  were  eager  to 
look  at  the  piece  and  I  felt  that 
it  was  time  to  give  the  coin  to 
them.  I  had  seen  enough  to 
assure  myself  that  the  coin  was 
most  likely  genuine.  It  was  a 
great  satisfaction  to  congrat- 
ulate the  Seaport  officials  on 
their  selection.  Later  watching 
the  ceremony  I  felt  the  pangs  of 
regret  that  such  a  nice  example 
of  an  1841  Seated  dollar  would 
be  sacrificed  to  the  sea  for  luck. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  there 
is  more  to  the  story!  The  Morgan 
has  an  important  connection 
to  the  numismatic  community. 
It  seems  one  of  the  Morgan's 
previous  owners  was  noted 


Morgan  Coin  Placed  Under  Mast 
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numismatist  Col.  E.H.R.  Green,  owner  of  all  five  of  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickels. 
Green  also  bought  the  Beistle  Half  Dollar  Collection  containing  many  Seated  half 
dollars  used  in  Beistle's  1929  "A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  and  Sub- Va- 
rieties." Col.  Green  owned  the  Morgan  from  1925  until  1935.  I  sometimes  wonder 
about  that  1908-D  Barber  half  dollar  and  whether  or  not  he  had  anything  to  do  with 
placing  it  under  one  of  the  Morgan's  masts.  It  is  unlikely  an  answer  will  ever  be  found 
to  that  question  as  the  records  of  the  Charles  W.  Morgan's  maintenance  during  his 
ownership  are  somewhat  incomplete. 


Morgan  Foremast  in  Place 


Mast  stepping  photos  courtesy  of  Mystic  Seaport  Museum 
Coin  photo  courtesy  of  Carol  Young 


38 


My  Evolution  into  Collecting  United  States  Quarters 


Like  many  members  of  LSCC  I  started  collecting  coins  when  my  friends  at  school 
introduced  me  to  the  hobby  in  1960.  All  of  the  pieces  in  my  early  collections  were 
obtained  from  circulation  finds  or  from  trades  with  friends.  After  collecting  for  a  number 
of  years  I  became  bored  with  this  method  of  building  a  collection  and  switched  to  buying 
world  coins.  When  the  price  of  silver  rose  dramatically  in  the  1970s  I  sold  all  of  my 
silver  coins  and  used  the  proceeds  for  a  down  payment  on  a  house.  Selling  my  silver 
coins  took  a  lot  out  of  my  collecting  pursuits  but  I  continued  on  until  one  day  when 
I  took  stock  of  my  collection.  Instead  of  a  collection  I  had  more  of  an  accumulation 
and  all  of  those  world  coins  that  set  me  back  hundreds  of  dollars  were  worth  only  the 
value  of  the  silver  in  their  planchets. 

At  this  point  I  decided  to  change  my  tactics  and  build  a  United  States  type  set 
in  the  finest  grade  that  I  could  afford  with  Extra  Fine  being  the  lowest  grade  for  the 
set.  This  worked  out  very  well  and  I  finally  had  a  few  real  nice  coins  in  my  collection. 
Just  as  I  started  this  set  I  read  an  article  in  Numismatic  News  about  John  McCloskey 
and  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club.  The  paper  had  been  publishing  articles 
on  individuals  working  in  the  numismatic  hobby.  I  did  not  know  Mr.  McCloskey  but 
something  in  this  article  caught  my  attention  so  I  wrote  to  John  asking  for  a  sample 
copy  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  in  1993.  I  liked  what  I  saw  and  joined  the  organization 
soon  after  receiving  the  back  issue  that  he  promptly  sent  out  to  me.  After  receiving  a 
copy  of  the  current  issue,  two  earlier  issues  of  the  journal  quickly  arrived  giving  me 
four  issues  in  the  space  of  a  month. 

I  found  the  Gobrecht  Journal  exciting  to  read,  so  much  new  information  to  study  I  My 
type  set  already  contained  several  varieties  of  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  so  I  made 
this  denomination  my  field  of  study.  I  collected  one  coin  of  each  date  in  the  quarter 
series  in  Fine  or  better  condition,  which  was  not  easy  to  do  on  a  limited  budget.  I 
continued  collecting  one  coin  of  each  date  of  all  United  States  quarters  and  now  lack 
only  a  few  of  the  earliest  and  most  expensive  dates  in  the  Bust  series  but  I  now  have 
a  collection  of  which  I  can  be  proud. 

Not  only  did  joining  LSCC  help  me  define  my  collecting  goals  but  through  the 
Gobrecht  Journal  I  have  been  able  to  share  many  of  my  observations  on  Seated 
quarters  with  other  club  members.  After  so  many  years  of  collecting,  it  felt  good  to 
finally  make  a  contribution  to  the  field  of  numismatics.  Thank  you  John  McCloskey 
for  all  the  work  you  have  put  into  LSCC  over  the  years  while  publishing  so  many 
articles  contributed  by  club  members  over  the  last  39  years.  Your  contributions  will 
long  be  remembered  by  those  of  us  who  have  read  the  many  exciting  articles  that 
have  appeared  in  the  journal  over  the  past  forty  years. 

Carson  Torpey 
LSCC  #1291 
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Editorial  Duties  in  Publishing  the  Gobrecht  Journal 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 

Kam  Ahwash  organized  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club  in  1973  and  presided 
over  the  First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  club  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Bal  Harbour, 
Florida  during  August  1 974.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  discuss  services  that 
the  club  would  provide  for  collectors  interested  in  the  silver  Liberty  Seated  coinage 
from  the  middle  of  the  1 9"^  century.  During  1 973  the  main  service  of  the  club  was  the 
distribution  of  lists  of  Seated  coins  for  sale  by  Kam  Ahwash  who  was  a  leading  dealer 
of  Liberty  Seated  coinage  at  that  time.  Kam  had  created  a  mailing  list  of  collectors  who 
were  interested  in  building  sets  of  Seated  coinage  during  the  1970s  and  purchased 
inventory  that  he  offered  for  sale  to  clients  on  his  list.  Kam  however  had  visions  of 
a  much  more  active  club  for  enthusiasts  of  Seated  coinage.  He  wanted  to  create  a 
publication  devoted  to  studies  on  Seated  coinage  and  send  it  to  the  individuals  on 
his  mailing  list.  It  was  decided  to  call  this  publication  the  Gobrecht  Journal  in  honor 
of  Christian  Gobrecht,  the  designer  of  this  beautiful  silver  coinage  from  the  19"^ 
century.  The  journal  was  created  to  publish  original  studies  on  the  Seated  coinage 
of  all  denominations  struck  by  the  United  States  mint. 

Kam  considered  this  to  be  an  important  step  in  increasing  the  popularity  of  collecting 
Seated  coinage  by  date  because  almost  nothing  was  known  about  these  silver  coins 
at  this  time.  There  were  no  reference  books  devoted  to  Seated  coinage  and  little  was 
known  about  the  series  beyond  a  listing  of  the  dates  available  for  purchase  from  half 
dimes  to  dollars.  There  were  no  die  studies  for  any  of  the  dates  in  the  Seated  series 
and  very  little  was  known  about  rarity  for  many  of  the  dates.  Almost  nobody  knew  how 
to  authenticate  the  rare  issues  and  it  was  up  to  the  collector  to  learn  how  to  detect 
counterfeits  so  as  not  to  get  stuck  with  a  worthless  fake.  Kam  published  the  first  issue 
of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  in  December  1974  and  had  published  three  20  page  issues 
by  the  time  of  the  ANA  Convention  in  Los  Angeles  in  August  1 975. 

After  one  year  as  editor  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  it  became  very  clear  to  Kam  that 
he  could  not  continue  to  publish  the  journal  because  of  his  heavy  schedule  as  a  dealer 
with  constant  traveling  to  various  conventions  and  auctions.  These  activities  as  a 
dealer  helped  him  expand  his  inventory  of  Seated  coinage  for  collectors  to  purchase 
in  building  their  sets  of  Seated  coinage  but  there  was  not  enough  time  remaining  to 
publish  a  numismatic  publication  on  a  regular  schedule.  Kam  therefore  asked  me 
to  take  over  the  position  as  President  of  LSCC  and  Editor  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 
I  indicated  that  I  would  assume  the  duties  as  President  and  Editor  for  a  year  and 
then  consider  my  options  after  serving  the  one  year  term.  I  found  that  I  enjoyed  the 
creative  challenge  of  publishing  the  Gobrecht  Journal  and  decided  to  continue  this 
work  for  a  second  year.  I  am  now  performing  my  editorial  duties  for  a  39'^  year  but 
have  decided  that  it  is  time  to  retire  from  my  duties  as  editor  of  the  journal  so  that  I 
can  pursue  other  numismatic  projects  while  I  still  have  the  energy  and  creativity  to 
function  in  the  field  of  numismatic  research. 

While  serving  as  President  of  LSCC  for  almost  39  years  I  have  developed  a  set  of 
duties  that  I  have  found  necessary  for  me  to  provide  the  best  service  I  can  in  fulfilling 
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my  responsibilities  as  a  club  officer.  The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  create  a  list  of 
activities  that  I  perform  each  year  as  a  club  officer  and  editor  of  the  journal.  After  I 
retire  it  may  be  found  that  some  of  these  activities  are  not  really  necessary  or  it  may 
be  decided  that  more  than  one  person  should  provide  these  services  that  are  needed 
to  continue  growth  by  the  club  in  the  coming  years.  The  term  for  a  club  officer  begins 
on  September  1^"  of  each  year  so  I  will  break  down  the  duties  that  I  perform  each 
year  by  month  for  the  club  year  beginning  in  September. 

SEPTEMBER 

The  first  step  each  year  is  to  obtain  a  current  mailing  list  of  members  from  the 
Club  Secretary-Treasurer.  New  members  are  added  to  the  membership  list  as  late 
as  August  due  to  the  exposure  that  the  club  gets  at  major  numismatic  conventions 
during  the  summer  months.  The  current  mailing  list  has  been  computerized  so 
that  the  labels  for  mailing  out  material  to  the  membership  can  be  created  from  this 
computerized  list.  This  computerized  listing  of  club  members  has  only  been  available 
for  about  seven  years.  Previously  to  this  time  the  mailing  list  was  just  typed  onto  labels 
and  the  master  copy  revised  when  new  members  joined  the  club  and  names  were 
deleted  from  the  listing  when  individuals  didn't  pay  their  dues.  I  have  simply  been 
adding  new  members  to  the  printed  listing  and  deleting  members  from  the  listing  when 
individuals  stop  paying  their  dues.  I  have  been  duplicating  the  mailing  list  on  a  copy 
machine  for  39  years  and  have  not  purchased  software  to  create  the  mailing  labels 
because  I  was  concerned  that  my  computer  system  was  not  dependable  enough 
and  a  breakdown  in  my  system  would  delay  the  distribution  of  materials  that  I  was 
sending  to  the  membership.  However,  I  feel  that  it  is  time  to  print  the  mailing  labels 
from  the  computer  listing  for  use  in  sending  materials  to  club  members  in  the  future.  I 
was  able  to  reproduce  the  membership  listing  on  a  copy  machine  at  the  University  of 
Dayton  in  about  fifteen  minutes  so  I  never  felt  a  need  to  create  the  mailing  labels  with 
computer  software.  Creating  the  computer  software  to  reproduce  the  mailing  labels 
would  be  the  first  step  necessary  in  contacting  the  membership  in  September  2014. 

Once  the  mailing  labels  are  available  supplies  must  be  purchased  forthe  September 
mailing  of  two  forms,  one  indicating  activities  of  the  club  during  the  summer  months  and 
giving  the  deadline  for  the  submission  of  ads  and  articles  to  appear  in  the  November 
issue  of  the  journal.  The  second  form  asks  for  the  payment  of  club  dues  for  the  new 
club  year  and  contains  a  ballot  to  be  used  in  voting  for  the  Ahwash  Literary  Award  to 
select  the  best  article  to  appear  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal  during  the  past  year.  These 
two  forms  must  be  created  by  the  club  President  for  mailing  to  the  members  and 
taken  to  a  printer  for  duplication  so  that  a  little  more  than  600  copies  can  be  sent  to 
the  current  active  membership.  Once  envelopes  are  purchased  the  address  labels 
must  be  placed  on  each  envelope,  return  addresses  added  and  stamps  attached  for 
first  class  mail  delivery. 

The  final  step  in  the  mailing  of  the  two  forms  concerns  the  bottom  of  the  ballot 
that  includes  the  three  inches  used  to  provide  dues  payment  for  the  new  club  year. 
The  left  side  of  this  dues  section  has  a  place  for  the  current  mailing  label  for  the  club 
member.  I  have  found  that  this  is  necessary  because  club  members  have  been  known 
to  list  changes  in  their  address  without  identifying  themselves.  This  makes  it  very 
difficult  to  make  the  necessary  change  to  the  mailing  address  for  the  club  member. 
The  inside  label  also  reminds  the  club  member  to  make  a  change  to  his  address  If 
he  plans  to  move  in  the  near  future.  The  main  concern  for  the  club  President  is  to 
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make  sure  that  the  address  label  on  the  inside  matches  the  label  on  the  outside  of 
the  envelope.  The  person  filling  the  envelopes  must  check  the  mailing  address  on  the 
inside  with  the  address  on  the  outside.  It  is  very  easy  to  get  one  envelope  out  of  order 
with  the  mailing  labels  that  are  being  placed  on  the  inside.  The  dues  notice  must  also 
be  marked  as  paid  for  any  club  member  who  has  already  paid  their  club  dues  for  the 
current  club  year.  Midyear  members  who  joined  the  club  in  February  to  April  of  the 
current  year  must  also  be  informed  that  they  owe  only  $10  for  the  current  club  year. 

OCTOBER 

The  September  notice  should  reach  the  membership  by  the  third  week  of  September 
so  that  club  members  have  about  three  weeks  to  prepare  any  material  that  they 
might  want  to  appear  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  Once  the  material 
is  received  by  the  editor  it  is  a  big  job  to  create  the  format  for  a  52  page  issue  of  the 
publication.  The  order  of  presentation  for  the  articles,  the  format  of  the  articles  that 
have  been  prepared  for  publication,  checks  in  the  spelling  and  grammar  of  the  copy 
that  has  been  presented  and  the  placement  of  tables  and  illustrations  to  compliment 
the  copy  must  be  considered.  I  try  to  make  very  few  changes  in  the  text  but  this  is  a 
refereed  journal  so  I  will  make  some  changes  that  I  believe  will  improve  the  quality 
of  the  publication. 

While  I  am  reviewing  the  text  for  an  article  I  will  not  accept  sentences  without 
verbs  in  describing  events  surrounding  the  topic  under  study.  It  is  acceptable  to  use 
incomplete  sentences  in  listing  the  characteristics  of  a  particular  coin  but  complete 
sentences  are  needed  in  describing  events  that  occurred  during  the  research  being 
described  for  the  article.  Another  feature  that  I  will  correct  is  the  use  of  slang  while 
describing  an  event  in  the  research  study  under  review.  For  example,  I  will  not  allow 
something  like  "The  68S  die  marriages  are  much  more  difficult  to  identify  than  66S  or 
67S  marriages."  I  expect  complete  dates  when  making  reference  to  Seated  coinage. 

If  an  author  expresses  an  opinion  on  a  particular  feature  of  a  coin  under  review, 
I  will  print  his  opinion  even  if  I  believe  that  the  information  presented  might  not  be 
accurate.  Every  author  is  allowed  to  express  his  opinion  on  any  research  topic  that  is 
being  presented.  However,  he  cannot  say  that  he  owns  an  1 866-0  half  dollar  without 
some  evidence  to  indicate  that  he  might  actually  believe  that  he  owns  such  a  coin. 

A  major  project  in  October  of  each  year  is  using  the  computer  software  to  place  the 
copy  on  the  pages  and  to  determine  where  the  pictures  must  be  placed  to  properly 
enhance  the  topic  being  presented  in  the  article.  Sometimes  the  pictures  must  be 
enlarged  or  work  done  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  images  being  presented.  After 
the  copy  has  been  placed  onto  the  pages,  I  read  over  the  text  many  times  looking  for 
errors  in  spelling  and  places  where  bold  or  larger  lettering  will  enhance  the  quality  in 
the  presentation  of  the  material.  Tables  are  of  particular  concern  because  improper 
spacing  in  the  columns  will  decrease  the  professional  appearance  of  the  presentation. 
Once  I  have  the  text  in  an  acceptable  form  I  will  take  the  copy  to  the  printer  for 
transfer  to  their  computer  in  preparation  for  printing.  I  try  to  eliminate  as  many  errors 
as  possible  but  sometimes  an  error  gets  through  that  I  overlooked.  I  receive  a  final 
printout  from  the  printer  showing  me  just  how  the  pages  will  look  when  printed  and 
bound.  I  read  this  over  one  last  time  and  by  this  final  reading  I  only  find  one  or  two 
things  that  need  correction  before  going  to  press. 
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NOVEMBER 

The  printing  of  the  pages  for  an  issue  usually  takes  about  four  days  and  the  binding 
of  the  issue  takes  another  three  days.  I  am  given  a  copy  to  review  and  will  usually 
take  the  finished  copies  home  within  about  ten  days  from  the  time  the  printing  of  the 
issue  began.  I  now  take  the  new  issue  home  and  the  process  of  getting  the  issue 
in  the  mail  has  just  begun.  I  place  the  mailing  labels  on  all  600  or  more  envelopes, 
stamp  the  return  addresses  on  each  of  the  envelopes  and  place  the  stamps  for  first 
class  postage  on  each  of  the  envelopes. 

About  fifteen  years  ago  we  had  trouble  with  the  machinery  that  was  binding  the 
issue  in  the  final  stage  of  preparation.  It  turns  out  that  if  the  machinery  was  not  properly 
maintained,  a  piece  of  metal  during  the  binding  process  would  scrape  across  the 
cover  and  put  a  scratch  through  the  cover  images  for  many  copies  of  an  issue.  The 
scrape  might  appear  on  50  copies  during  the  printing  of  an  issue  or  it  could  be  visible 
on  150  copies  during  the  binding  of  another  issue.  I  indicated  to  the  printer  that  this 
scratch  on  so  many  covers  of  an  issue  was  not  acceptable.  We  tried  to  correct  the 
problem  but  with  the  many  moving  parts  in  the  machinery  certain  loose  pieces  will 
begin  to  produce  malfunctions  in  the  binding.  To  solve  the  problem  we  decided  to 
add  a  blank  page  over  the  cover  while  binding  each  issue  of  the  journal.  This  means 
that  any  scrape  along  the  outside  of  the  issue  would  scrape  the  blank  cover  page 
and  cause  no  damage  to  the  journal  itself.  This  worked  with  no  further  damage  to 
the  cover  images  on  future  issues  of  the  journal.  However,  this  extra  page  created 
some  extra  work  for  me  in  sending  out  the  issue  to  the  members.  I  had  to  remove 
the  blank  cover  page  from  the  outside  of  each  issue  before  placing  it  in  the  envelope 
because  the  extra  weight  would  put  the  envelope  over  the  four  ounce  limit  for  a  52 
page  issue.  I  would  then  need  to  add  20  cents  postage  on  each  envelope  if  I  didn't 
remove  the  extra  blank  cover  page  on  the  outside  of  each  issue.  The  other  alternative 
would  have  been  to  leave  the  extra  blank  page  on  the  outside  but  reduce  the  content 
of  the  journal  to  48  pages.  Each  club  member  could  then  pull  off  the  outer  blank  page 
upon  receiving  his  copy  of  the  journal. 

At  this  point  the  envelopes  that  I  had  prepared  for  mailing  the  new  issue  had  to 
be  separated  into  three  piles.  One  pile  would  contain  all  of  those  members  who 
had  paid  their  dues  for  the  current  club  year.  This  would  be  something  close  to  500 
members  during  most  years.  Another  stack  contained  all  those  individuals  who  had 
not  yet  paid  their  dues  for  the  current  club  year.  This  typically  would  be  around  100 
members  and  a  half  page  reminder  was  placed  into  their  envelope  reminding  them 
that  their  subscription  to  the  journal  runs  out  with  the  receipt  of  this  issue  and  that 
they  would  not  receive  any  further  issues  until  their  dues  were  paid.  A  third  stack 
would  contain  5  to  15  club  members  who  joined  the  club  during  February,  March  or 
April  of  the  current  year  and  were  classified  as  midyear  members.  These  members 
were  sent  a  half  page  notice  with  their  copy  of  the  journal  indicating  that  they  owed 
$10  dues  for  half  of  the  new  year  and  that  the  March  issue  would  be  their  last  issue 
without  our  receipt  of  their  check  for  $10.  This  late  dues  notice  for  unpaid  members 
results  in  the  receipt  of  many  checks  from  these  individuals  who  had  not  yet  paid  for 
the  current  year. 

Loading  the  journals  into  the  envelopes  for  the  600  or  more  club  members 
is  a  lengthy  task  as  steps  are  taken  to  assure  that  all  club  members  receive  an 
undamaged  copy  of  the  new  issue.  The  printer  does  an  excellent  job  in  providing  a 
quality  publication  but  some  defects  will  occur  in  a  few  copies  of  the  issue  while  they 
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are  being  printed.  The  first  thing  I  do  is  remove  the  outside  blank  page  that  protects 
the  cover  from  being  scratched  while  the  issues  are  being  assembled.  I  then  page 
through  each  issue  before  placing  it  into  an  envelope  to  make  sure  that  it  contains 
no  defects.  There  are  always  a  few  issues  with  blank  pages  where  two  pages  stuck 
together  during  the  printing  process.  Occasionally,  there  will  be  extra  pages  where  two 
pages  stuck  together  in  assembling  the  individual  copies.  In  this  case  I  just  tear  out 
the  extra  pages!  In  a  few  cases  a  page  will  be  creased  during  the  assembly  process 
and  folded  back  upon  itself.  There  may  also  be  a  few  copies  where  the  ink  is  too 
heavily  applied  so  that  the  pictures  are  too  dark  on  a  given  page.  I  correct  the  errors 
that  I  can  but  put  aside  those  having  defects  that  cannot  be  corrected  and  use  these 
damaged  copies  as  samples  when  a  copy  is  requested  by  a  collector  who  might  be 
interested  in  joining  the  club.  The  number  of  defective  copies  is  usually  less  than  20 
but  I  believe  that  the  extra  effort  is  necessary  to  prevent  members  from  receiving 
damaged  copies  of  individual  issues.  It  usually  takes  me  about  eight  days  to  complete 
the  task  of  loading  the  issues  into  the  envelopes  and  then  getting  them  to  the  post 
office  for  distribution  to  the  membership. 

DECEMBER 

This  is  not  a  demanding  month  because  the  new  issue  has  just  been  released  and 
my  duties  are  mostly  planning  for  the  next  issue  that  will  be  published  in  March.  The 
first  task  I  have  in  December  is  to  ask  the  printer  to  prepare  the  membership  cards 
that  will  be  sent  to  all  dues  paying  members  in  January.  It  takes  only  a  few  days  for 
the  cards  to  be  printed  but  certainly  much  longer  to  type  the  names  and  membership 
numbers  on  each  of  the  cards  and  then  to  sign  the  nearly  600  cards  that  are  sent  to 
the  membership. 

Another  December  task  is  to  determine  the  winner  of  the  Ahwash  Literary  Award 
for  the  best  article  to  appear  in  the  journal  during  the  previous  club  year.  The  ballots 
are  sent  to  the  Secretary-Treasurer  with  the  club  dues.  We  have  found  that  this 
process  has  increased  the  response  to  voting  for  the  Ahwash  Award  three  fold  since 
the  ballot  is  attached  to  the  dues  notice.  We  have  been  receiving  close  to  300  ballots 
containing  votes  for  the  award  since  we  combined  the  ballot  with  the  dues  notice. 
When  club  members  had  to  vote  for  the  Ahwash  Award  and  send  it  in  separately  from 
the  dues  notice  we  received  fewer  than  100  ballots.  The  current  voting  process  has 
increased  the  response  to  where  the  winner  will  receive  support  from  a  much  larger 
percentage  of  the  membership. 

The  Secretary-Treasurer  sends  me  the  ballots  during  December  and  I  tally  up 
the  votes,  determine  the  winning  article,  notify  the  winning  author  and  announce  the 
winner  in  the  January  notice  to  club  members.  I  then  prepare  an  article  listing  all  of 
the  votes  received  for  all  of  the  articles  and  publish  it  in  the  March  issue  of  the  journal. 

JANUARY 

My  wife  and  I  always  have  house  guests  for  about  a  week  during  late  December 
so  I  am  ready  to  get  back  to  my  numismatic  shores  by  the  beginning  of  January. 
The  first  order  of  business  is  to  prepare  the  January  notice  that  is  sent  to  all  dues 
paying  members  later  in  the  month.  I  also  have  to  finish  up  typing  the  names  on  the 
membership  cards  for  those  members  who  have  paid  their  dues  for  the  new  club  year. 
The  membership  cards  are  included  with  the  January  notice  sent  only  to  dues  paying 
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members.  I  always  have  to  be  very  careful  to  read  the  name  on  each  membership 
card  and  make  sure  that  the  name  on  the  card  matches  the  name  on  the  envelope 
into  which  the  card  is  placed.  With  500  cards  and  500  envelopes  I  have  to  make  sure 
that  the  numbers  match  in  the  two  stacks  while  preparing  the  envelopes  for  mailing. 
I  work  very  hard  at  this  to  make  sure  that  every  member  gets  the  right  card.  I  must 
be  doing  it  right  because  nobody  has  called  or  written  to  me  indicating  that  they  have 
received  the  wrong  membership  card. 

The  January  notice  is  sent  to  late  paying  members  through  the  end  of  January 
when  I  receive  notice  from  the  Secretary-Treasurer  that  member  dues  have  been 
paid.  If  a  person  pays  after  the  end  of  January  they  are  not  sent  the  January  notice 
but  their  membership  card  is  included  in  the  spring  notice  that  I  send  out  in  April  of 
each  year.  The  January  notice  Is  only  one  page  and  always  announces  the  article 
that  won  the  Ahwash  Award  for  the  preceding  club  year  and  the  name  of  the  author 
who  contributed  it  to  the  journal.  The  notice  also  includes  the  deadline  for  sending 
articles  and  ads  that  are  to  be  included  in  the  March  issue  of  the  journal.  Since  the 
January  notice  is  always  one  page  this  is  the  mailing  where  we  often  include  club 
surveys  of  Seated  coinage  to  obtain  information  about  special  sets  of  Seated  coinage. 
Last  January  we  included  a  survey  form  asking  club  members  to  report  their  holdings 
among  the  issues  in  the  Top  25  Quarter  Variety  Set.  The  results  of  this  survey  were 
collected  and  tabulated  by  Greg  Johnson  and  the  survey  results  published  in  this 
issue  of  the  journal. 

FEBRUARY 

My  duties  during  February  are  very  similar  to  those  encountered  during  the  month  of 
October.  Articles  contributed  by  club  members  are  carefully  reviewed  and  prepared  for 
publication  in  the  March  issue.  The  review  of  material  for  the  journal  always  takes  time 
and  in  particular  the  placement  of  tables  and  illustrations  must  be  carefully  considered 
in  an  effort  to  maximize  their  effectiveness.  Greg  Johnson  prepared  a  beautiful  article 
describing  the  eleven  known  die  marriages  for  the  1 853-0  quarter  that  was  published 
in  Issue  #118  of  the  journal.  This  was  easily  the  most  important  research  article  to 
appear  in  Issue  #118  and  I  carefully  considered  running  it  as  the  lead  article  for  the 
issue.  However,  I  wanted  to  place  the  article  so  that  it  would  include  the  two  center 
pages  in  the  issue  where  the  collector  could  open  the  issue  to  the  centerfold  and 
have  illustrations  of  the  mintmark  placement  for  each  of  the  seven  known  reverses. 
I  believe  that  this  mintmark  display  will  make  it  easier  for  the  collector  to  identify  the 
die  marriages  of  this  date  that  he  owns. 

I  also  try  not  to  run  two  articles  on  the  same  denomination  back  to  back  in  an 
issue.  I  would  like  to  have  something  on  each  of  the  Seated  denominations  in  each 
Issue  of  the  journal  but  this  Is  not  always  possible.  I  can  only  print  what  is  contributed 
for  publication  and  add  something  from  my  own  numismatic  research  when  space 
Is  available. 

Any  member  who  has  not  sent  in  club  dues  by  the  end  of  February  of  each  year 
Is  removed  from  the  active  list  of  club  members.  Over  the  years  we  have  lost  about 
50  members  a  year  but  in  recent  years  we  have  been  attracting  more  new  members 
so  that  the  active  club  membership  has  been  growing. 
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MARCH 

A  club  member  who  has  not  yet  paid  his  club  dues  by  February  1^'  is  not  sent  a 
membership  card  and  not  sent  the  January  notice.  I  always  send  a  winter  notice  to 
club  members  who  have  not  paid  their  dues  by  March  1"'  indicating  that  they  have 
been  removed  from  the  list  of  active  club  members  and  that  they  will  not  receive 
any  further  issues  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  until  their  dues  are  paid.  I  usually  receive 
payment  from  about  30  members  from  among  the  80  or  so  who  have  not  yet  paid 
their  dues.  This  notice  also  lists  the  articles  to  be  published  in  the  March  issue  so  that 
these  members  will  know  what  material  to  expect  in  the  new  issue. 

Once  I  have  the  650  copies  of  the  new  issue  in  hand  from  the  printer,  I  follow  the 
same  procedure  as  I  did  in  November  except  that  no  delinquent  notice  is  sent  with 
the  issue  because  only  members  who  have  paid  their  dues  will  be  sent  a  copy  of 
this  issue.  Late  dues  payments  keep  coming  in  through  March  and  April  and  club 
members  are  sent  a  copy  of  the  March  issue  as  soon  as  their  dues  check  is  received. 
I  am  always  very  busy  getting  close  to  600  journals  in  the  mail  during  March  and  then 
adding  late  dues  paying  members  to  the  active  listing  as  payments  are  received.  I 
have  asked  that  late  payments  be  sent  to  me  so  that  I  can  send  out  a  copy  of  the 
March  issue  to  the  club  member  as  quickly  as  is  reasonably  convenient.  These  late 
dues  payment  checks  are  then  passed  along  to  the  Club  Secretary-Treasurer  about 
every  two  weeks  through  the  months  of  March  and  April. 

APRIL 

This  is  a  planning  month  for  the  summer  issue  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  to  finish 
out  the  club  year  with  three  issues  of  the  journal  being  published  by  the  time  of  the 
ANA  Convention  in  August.  The  April  notice  includes  a  deadline  for  the  contribution 
of  ads  and  articles  for  the  summer  issue  that  must  be  met  because  the  journal  must 
get  into  the  hands  of  the  club  members  before  the  ANA  Convention  to  complete  the 
editor's  responsibilities  for  the  current  club  year.  Issue  #1 20  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal 
that  will  be  published  in  July  2014  will  mark  40  years  of  continuous  publication  of  the 
Gobrecht  Journal  with  the  release  of  three  issues  each  club  year  from  1 974  to  201 4. 
Therefore  Issue  #1 20  will  be  the  40'^  Anniversary  issue  of  the  journal  and  the  last  one 
that  I  will  publish  in  completing  my  39  years  as  Editor.  I  would  like  this  issue  to  mark 
a  special  event  for  the  club  as  it  celebrates  a  significant  event  in  the  club's  history. 

The  April  notice  also  asks  for  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  club  officers  for  the 
next  club  year  that  begins  on  September  1='  of  the  current  year  and  runs  to  August 
31 "  of  the  following  year.  That  will  not  be  done  this  year  because  the  Officer  Transition 
Committee  already  asked  for  nominations  of  club  officers  for  next  year  in  January 
2014  so  that  the  April  notice  will  include  the  election  ballot  for  the  selection  of  next 
year's  officers.  This  ballot  will  be  sent  to  all  active  club  members  with  the  April  notice. 

During  April  201 4  I  hope  to  be  reviewing  material  for  publication  in  Issue  #1 20  that 
will  be  released  in  July  2014.  I  would  hope  to  have  a  variety  of  contributions  on  hand 
so  that  I  can  present  something  on  each  denomination  of  Seated  coinage  in  Issue 
#120,  the  important  40""  Anniversary  issue  of  the  journal. 
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MAY 

This  is  an  important  month  because  it  is  the  time  when  most  of  the  articles  that 
will  appear  in  the  July  issue  will  be  submitted  by  the  membership.  The  deadline  for 
the  contribution  of  articles  for  Issue  #120  has  not  yet  been  set  but  it  will  be  about  the 
third  week  of  May  2014.  Some  articles  can  be  published  as  written  but  others  require 
a  review  to  make  sure  that  the  material  has  been  properly  described  and  presented 
by  the  author.  Pictures  sent  in  for  inclusion  with  the  article  may  not  be  of  sufficient 
quality  and  must  therefore  be  omitted  or  replaced  so  that  they  can  be  included  with  the 
copy.  Additional  pictures  may  be  requested  for  presentation  in  the  article  to  illustrate 
certain  features  of  the  coins  under  discussion.  I  would  hope  to  have  sufficient  material 
to  publish  in  the  40""  Anniversary  issue  so  I  would  like  to  encourage  every  member  to 
think  of  some  numismatic  topic  that  they  have  studied  that  would  be  of  interest  to  other 
club  members.  We  have  all  made  fortunate  purchases  that  other  club  members  would 
enjoy  hearing  about  in  this  special  issue  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  Articles  contributed 
for  publication  in  Issue  #1 20  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  can  be  typed  and  sent  to  me  at 
the  address  on  the  back  cover  of  this  issue  of  the  journal.  They  may  also  be  sent  to 
me  at  my  e-mail  address:  mcclosjw@udayton.edu.  I  will  try  to  publish  every  article  that 
is  sent  to  me  for  publication  in  Issue  #120  but  early  submissions  will  receive  priority 
if  I  have  more  material  than  I  can  print  in  this  special  issue. 

JUNE 

June  will  be  the  time  when  I  study  all  of  the  material  sent  in  for  publication  and 
decide  what  articles  I  can  include  in  the  40'^  Anniversary  issue.  Please  do  not  be 
late  with  your  contributions  so  that  your  material  can  be  included  in  this  important 
issue.  I  will  try  to  include  something  on  every  Seated  series  in  the  July  issue  but 
it  all  depends  on  what  has  been  submitted  by  the  members.  I  also  like  to  include 
a  variety  of  manuscripts  addressing  different  topics  related  to  19'^  century  Liberty 
Seated  coinage.  If  I  receive  two  contributions  describing  die  marriage  studies  and 
have  too  much  material  for  consideration  it  is  likely  that  one  of  these  contributions 
will  be  delayed  for  a  future  issue  of  the  journal.  If  the  pictures  or  tables  to  be  included 
with  a  particular  article  are  of  inferior  quality,  this  may  be  another  reason  to  delay  the 
publication  of  an  article.  Deadlines  must  be  met  for  Issue  #1 20  because  it  must  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  membership  before  that  club's  annual  meeting  during  the  World's 
Fair  of  Money  in  Rosemont,  Illinois  in  early  August  2014. 

JULY 

Deadlines  must  be  met  so  that  we  can  go  to  press  in  early  July  2014  to  complete 
the  publication  of  three  issues  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  for  the  current  club  year  that 
ends  on  August  31^'.  This  means  that  650  copies  of  Issue  #120  must  be  printed  and 
bound  and  delivered  to  my  home  by  July  10'^  Before  the  journals  are  delivered  I  will 
have  purchased  the  envelopes  and  stamps,  placed  the  labels  on  all  of  the  envelopes 
for  dues  paying  members,  stamped  the  return  addresses  on  all  of  the  envelopes 
and  placed  the  proper  first  class  postage  on  all  of  the  envelopes.  Once  the  journals 
are  delivered  I  will  tear  off  the  blank  outside  page  that  protects  the  cover  pictures 
while  the  issues  are  being  assembled  and  bound,  page  through  each  copy  before 
it  is  put  into  an  envelope  to  make  sure  that  it  does  not  have  any  defects  and  then 
seal  the  envelope  for  mailing.  This  is  a  long  and  demanding  procedure  but  I  want  to 
be  confident  that  each  member  receives  an  issue  without  defects.  Occasionally  an 
issue  will  be  torn  by  the  sorting  machinery  while  in  the  hands  of  the  US  Postal  Service 
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but  these  damaged  issues  are  returned  to  me  and  I  simply  replace  them  with  a  new 
undamaged  copy  of  the  issue.  I  will  get  a  damaged  copy  of  the  journal  back  from  the 
Postal  Service  when  a  sorting  machine  malfunctions  at  one  of  the  processing  centers. 
I  will  probably  get  only  one  or  two  damaged  copies  returned  at  each  mailing  of  the 
journal  so  it  is  not  a  serious  problem.  Once  I  have  all  of  the  copies  in  an  envelope  I 
take  the  journals  to  the  main  Post  Office  in  Dayton,  Ohio  where  they  are  shipped  to 
Columbus,  Ohio  for  sorting  and  distribution  to  all  states  and  foreign  countries  where 
club  members  reside.  This  will  be  a  special  mailing  for  me  because  it  will  signify  the 
completion  of  my  duties  as  Editor  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  over  a  period  of  39  years. 

AUGUST 

My  main  responsibility  for  this  final  month  of  my  term  as  Editor  will  be  to  attend 
the  World's  Fair  of  Money  in  Rosemont,  Illinois  and  to  assist  in  the  transfer  of  duties 
to  the  new  club  officers  for  the  term  beginning  on  September  1,  2014.  I  will  still  be 
an  active  member  of  LSCC  and  I  would  expect  to  continue  writing  articles  for  the 
Gobrecht  Journal  but  I  will  not  have  the  deadlines  that  I  have  endured  during  the 
past  39  years.  I  have  gotten  behind  in  the  publication  of  the  Collective  Volumes  and 
I  would  expect  to  spend  a  good  part  of  my  LSCC  time  preparing  the  outline  for  the 
new  Collective  Volumes.  I  have  done  my  best  to  provide  quality  service  to  LSCC  over 
the  years  and  hope  that  I  can  still  make  a  significant  contribution  to  the  club  after  I 
retire  from  my  leadership  responsibilities.  The  outline  that  I  have  prepared  here  is  to 
inform  club  members  of  the  duties  that  I  have  performed  over  the  years  to  provide 
the  best  quality  service  that  I  could  to  the  members.  I  expect  that  the  new  officers 
may  decide  that  some  of  the  tasks  I  perform  are  not  necessary  to  assure  quality 
service  and  decide  that  other  activities  need  to  be  introduced  to  meet  club  needs 
in  the  future.  I  will  likely  not  perform  any  LSCC  duties  during  late  August  2014  but 
I  expect  to  start  working  on  creating  the  manuscript  for  the  new  Collective  Volume 
Number  Six  in  September  2014. 

f  ^ 
Check  Out  our  Website 

briangreerrarecoins.com 

We  have  a  large  inventory  for  all  denominations 
of  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

Brian  Greer  •  LSCC  #716 

Telephone:  (515)  331-3534 

9AM  to  6PM  weekdays,  Central  time 

V  J 

AS 


Call  for  Nominations  for  the 
LSCC  Elected  Officers 


With  the  announcement  of  John  McCloskey's  retirement  as  LSCC  President  and 
Editor  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  the  LSCC  Officer  Transition  Committee  announces  a 
call  for  nominations  for  the  club's  elected  positions  that  will  also  comprise  the  Board 
of  Governors  for  the  club's  201 4-201 5  fiscal  year.  The  expansion  of  the  club's  elected 
leadership  team  from  three  to  four  is  consistent  with  increased  club  mission  and  scope. 
The  Committee  expects  that  individuals  who  seek  to  be  nominated  as  LSCC  officers 
will  also  agree  to  staff  club  operational  roles.  This  will  ensure  that  club  governance 
and  operations  are  closely  intertwined.  The  four  elected  positions  are  as  follows: 

•  President 

•  Vice  President 

•  EdWor  {Gobrecht  Journal  and  E-Gobrecht) 

•  Secretary /Treasurer 

Nominations  including  the  member's  name,  numismatic  and  professional  biog- 
raphies, and  individual  photograph  are  requested  and  due  to  the  club's  Secretary/ 
Treasurer,  Len  Augsburger,  no  later  than  April  1 ,  201 4.  Len  can  be  reached  by  email 
at:  leonard_augsburger@hotmail.com,  by  telephone  at  (847)  816-1649,  or  by  postal 
mail  at: 

PO.  60x6114 
Vernon  Hills,  IL  60061 
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Osburn  Wins  Ahwash  Award  for  2013 


Dick  Osburn  won  the  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  Literary  Award  for  201 3  for  his  contribution 
"Building  the  First  Complete  Collection  of  Mint  State  Seated  Half  Dollars"  that  ap- 
peared in  Issue  #1 1 6  of  the  journal.  The  Ahwash  Award  is  given  annually  for  the  best 
article  to  appear  in  the  journal  as  voted  by  club  members.  This  year's  award  covered 
the  material  published  in  Issues  #1 1 5  to  #1 1 7  and  the  award  winner  was  determined 
as  a  result  of  a  vote  by  club  members  during  October  2013.  There  were  276  ballots 
received  from  club  members  who  were  asked  to  vote  for  no  more  than  three  articles 
which  they  liked  best  during  the  last  year.  It  was  decided  to  allow  individuals  to  vote 
for  three  articles  because  the  large  number  of  choices  would  likely  spread  the  votes 
out  among  many  articles.  There  were  686  votes  cast  from  the  276  ballots.  A  complete 
listing  of  the  results  is  given  below. 


RANK  ARTICLE  and  AUTHOR  VOTES 

1 .  Building  the  First  Complete  Collection  of  Mint  State  Seated  Half  Dollars 

by  Dick  Osburn  137 

2.  The  Magnificent  Battle  Born  Collection  of  Carson  City  Coinage 

by  John  McCloskey   78 

3.  Civil  War  Coinage  at  the  United  States  Mint 

by  John  McCloskey   73 

4.  Third  Party  Grading  Inconsistencies 

by  Greg  Shishmanian   62 

5.  A  New  Method  of  Attributing  1870-CC  Seated  Dollars 

by  Stephen  Petty   51 

6.  Little  Known  but  Important  Seated  Dollar  Collectors  and  Collections 

by  W.  David  Perkins   44 

7.  The  San  Francisco  Mint  Coinage  of  1872 

by  John  McCloskey   41 

8.  Brian  Greer,  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame  Inductee,  Class  of  2012 

by  Brian  Greer   30 

9.  A  Complete  Seated  Half  Dollar  Collection  Minus  One 

by  Paul  Brill   30 

10.  Exploring  the  Third  Party  Crossover  Service 

by  Greg  Shishmanian   22 

1 1 .  The  Mystery  of  the  1 856  Overdate  Dollar 

by  Dick  Osburn  and  Brian  Gushing   21 

12.  Four  Digit  Date  Punches  for  Liberty  Seated  Coinage 

by  John  McCloskey   21 

13.  The  1840  Liberty  Seated  Dollar 

by  Peter  Eichbaum   18 

14.  Acquiring  an  Original  1851  Liberty  Seated  Dollar 

by  Greg  Shishmanian   16 
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RANK  ARTICLE  and  AUTHOR  VOTES 

15.  Revisiting  the  Estimated  Population  of  Certified  Cfioice  AU  Rare  Date 
Liberty  Seated  Dollars  by  Greg  Shishmanian   16 

1 6.  A  Tale  of  Two  Key  Date  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

by  David  W.  Lange   15 

1 7.  The  Making  of  the  LSCC  40'*^  Anniversary  Medal 

by  Dennis  Fortier   11 

With  all  of  the  eligible  articles  receiving  at  least  1 0  votes  for  the  best  article  award, 
it  is  evident  that  there  are  diverse  interests  and  preferences  within  the  club.  However, 
even  one  vote  for  an  article  indicates  that  it  was  important  to  at  least  one  reader, 
and  therefore  a  worthy  contribution  to  the  available  information  on  Liberty  Seated 
coinage.  The  voting  procedure  allows  club  members  to  vote  for  the  Ahwash  Award 
while  sending  in  their  club  dues  for  the  new  club  year.  This  procedure  has  been 
successful  in  increasing  the  voting  for  this  prestigious  award. 

The  officers  wish  to  thank  all  those  members  who  took  the  time  to  vote  for  this 
important  award.  We  would  also  like  to  thank  all  those  members  who  contributed 
articles  during  the  past  year  and  hope  that  we  will  continue  to  receive  interesting  and 
exciting  material  in  the  years  ahead. 

The  Editor 


A  Call  for  Articles  in  the  40th  Anniversary  Issue 

Issue  #1 20  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  will  be  published  in  July  201 4  and  mark  the 
40th  Anniversary  of  continuous  publication  of  the  club  journal.  This  will  also  be  my 
last  issue  as  editor  of  the  journal  and  I  would  like  it  to  be  special  with  contributions 
from  as  many  active  club  members  as  possible.  There  is  still  plenty  of  open  space 
in  this  important  issue  which  will  mark  a  significant  event  in  the  history  of  LSCC. 

All  active  club  members  are  invited  to  make  their  contribution  to  this  special 
issue.  I  will  be  accepting  articles  during  April  and  May  of  2014  for  publication  in 
Issue  #120.  Please  consider  making  your  contribution  to  this  important  issue 
recognizing  a  significant  milestone  in  club  history. 

Contributed  articles  can  be  a  page  or  two  in  length  or  they  can  be  much  longer. 
You  can  describe  a  single  important  purchase  of  a  Liberty  Seated  coin  that  you 
have  made  or  present  a  study  on  a  particular  date  or  variety  in  the  Seated  series. 
Any  information  on  Seated  coinage  will  be  welcome  in  this  important  issue  of  the 
journal. 

Typed  articles  can  be  sent  to  me  through  the  postal  service  at  the  address  on 
the  back  cover  of  this  issue  of  the  journal  or  sent  to  my  email  address: 

mcclosjw@udayton.edu. 
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Call  for  LSCC 
Hall  of  Fame 
Nominations 


The  Hall  of  Fame  Committee  composed  of  club  members  Bill  Bugert,  Len 
Augsburger,  Gerry  Fortin,  Mark  Sheldon,  and  Tom  DeLorey  wishes  to  inform  the 
membership  that  we  are  accepting  nominations  for  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors 
Club's  2013  Hall  of  Fame  (HoF).  Please  consider  honoring  noteworthy  individuals 
with  this  prestigious  distinction  for  their  contributions  to  the  club  and/or  to  the 
advancement  of  collecting  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

Basic  qualifications  for  club  member  nominees  are  significant  advances  in  or 
contributions  to  at  least  one  of  the  following  four  criteria: 

•  Numismatic  Research  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage 

•  Numismatic  Literature  related  to  Liberty  Seated  coinage 

•  Collection(s)  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage 

•  LSCC  Club  officer  (for  at  least  five  years). 

Previous  inductees  to  the  HoF  include  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  (deceased),  John  W. 
McCloskey,  Alfred  E.  BIythe  (deceased),  Randall  E.  Wiley,  Jim  O'Donnell  (deceased), 
and  Gerry  Fortin. 

Announcement  of  the  new  inductee  will  be  made  at  the  club's  Annual  Meeting  in 
August  2014.  The  nominations  must  be  received  no  later  than  April  15,  2014  and 
are  due  to  the  HoF  Chairman,  Bill  Bugert,  via  email  at  wb8cpy@earthlink.net  or  via 
postal  mail  at  Bill  Bugert,  1230  Red  Rock  Road,  Gettysburg,  PA  17325  or  to  Bill  via 
telephone  at  (717)  337-0229. 


52 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LlBERTVSfllTED  COLLECTORS  ClUB 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY   


STATE 


ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE  


DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $20.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $20.00  to: 
Len  Augsburger  •  P.O.  Box  6114 
Vernon  Hills,  Illinois  60061 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unneces- 
sary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  change  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
LSCC  40th  Anniversary  Gold  Medal 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are  invited. 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


